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Wheeler, Keith Peaceable Lane 
Simon and Schuster. Nov. 21, 1960. 345p. $4.50. (Ila) 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—December 


Racial discrimination the broad area housing is, 
all sociologists and students the problem agree, 
national disgrace; and most evidence not the 
race-conscious South, but the urban and suburban 
districts the North, the Middle West, and the Pacific 
Coast. about and around this troublesome problem 
Mr. Wheeler has centered his fine novel Peaceable 
ne. 


When the home owners Peaceable Lane, status 
seekers the man, learn that Negro about be- 
come neighbor, the reactions vary only intensity; 
all agree that this simply cannot and must not happen. 
The fact that the Negro highly talented commercial 
artist, that man broad culture, that his income 
higher than that any other man Peaceable Lane 
matters not all. Negro, and must kept 
out this fashionable suburb all costs. 


Matthew Jones, young-old public relations and adver- 
tising executive, the protagonist Mr. Wheeler’s 
novel. Jones decent fellow; his instincts are essen- 
tially good; his attitude towards racial discrimination 
basically liberal, but has never been tested the 
white flame reality. When discovers that his 
new Negro neighbor-to-be Lamar Winter, business 
associate long standing and man whom Jones genu- 
inely likes, the central conflict the novel set for 
us. Matthew Jones, average American, faced with 
choice, and for the greater part the book follow 
the savage struggle within his mind and heart. 


The author quite obviously the side the angels; 
believes the Negro’s right live where pleases. 
the same time, Mr. Wheeler sentimentalist; 
unlike many his fellow novelists who have concerned 
themselves with the problem prejudice, maintains 
attitude strict objectivity. While decrying the 
prejudices white suburbia, understands them and 
realizes that they cannot dismissed with dogmatic 
distinction between right and wrong. 


One suspects that Mr. Wheeler has studied his subject 
thoroughly; there is, the same time, more than 
hint first hand knowledge, actual experience. 
particular interest are the tactics unscrupulous real 
estate dealers who batten the trough racial preju- 
dice and capitalize the real fear which strikes com- 
munity when member racial minority comes into 
their midst. Also great interest description the 
technique used Negro pressure 
groups conjunction with real estate dealers force 
open the district which they hope make available for 
Negro buyers. 


Peaceable Lane sociological novel great impor- 
tance. For one thing, treats aspect racial 
discrimination which has not yet, far this re- 
viewer knows, been exploited fiction, the book 
sense “first.” handles its theme with courage 
and fairness; and the reader given every opportunity 
judge for himself, without overt intervention the 
part the novelist. The psychological approach the 
internal struggle Matthew Jones sound and logical; 
and the characterization throughout the work admir- 
able. The portraits suburban life are realistic; and 
‘the author seems see through the aspirations his 


suburbanites, clearly and cogently. Finally, Peaceable 
Lane has meaning for all us, for may well 
ourselves, would do?”. 


Adult readers will find Peaceable Lane challenging 
and disturbing novel: inside look one the 
happy phases our national life. Recommended. 


Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Wilson, Sloan Sense Values 
Harper. Nov. 21, 1960. 604p. $4.95. 


prosperity the kiss death? This rhetorical 
question Mr. Wilson has now asked twice five years, 
with diminishing results. The Man the Gray 
Suit was brought, the height success, finale 
which suburban happiness was indicated. His 
time infidelity forgiven and the future his illegitimate 
son assured, domesticity prevailed. Even the boss was 
nice guy, despite his compulsive work habits which 
meant neglect family and estranged wife and 
daughter. All all the atmosphere was amiable, the 
plot credible, and the novel only annoying those who 
might have felt its best-seller banality waste time. 
certainly difficult feel differently about Sense 
Values. 

first-person narrative and essay the futility 
worldly success. Nathan Bond prominent 
toonist who, the outset, holed one-room 
New York apartment brooding over his impending 
divorce from Amy. thinks their children, 
well, particularly his adolescent son, Steve, who 
emotionally disturbed and whom Nathan knows has 
neglected. Steve who has asked him bluntly why 
chose success the cost his integrity, and 
Steve who now sides with his mother. 

When friend phones that the house and Amy 
have deserted has been shockingly vandalized, Nathan 
suspects Steve and begins worrying about him. also 
regrets his falling out with Amy. After arranging for 
her meet him the house the next morning, Nathan 
goes out there and reviews his past during all-night 
vigil. only can discover how things began 
right here, advance Nathan’s life 
story, the reader knows everything but the facts. 
fated learn detail how Nathan became successful, 
feared failure and abandoned all for his career. Als 
that the family lived high off the hog while Amy 
came involved civic affairs, both the parents went 
parties, drank too much and slept too little, committed 
adultery their various ways, and became 
ively miserable. 

All this course relevant, and must told the 
novel written 600 page length. Least rele 
vant, perhaps, the accounting Nathan’s and Amy’ 
youth. Yet this the most—and one tempted 
the only—rewarding passage the novel. 

Nathan’s affection for his parents, the father who 
minister integrity but ineffectual writer 
side, and the mother who well understood and loved 
him, the steadier for its restraint the telling. Whe 
Nathan’s father dies after long agony with 
the mother’s agony begins mental institution from 
which she later emerges cured. Between Nathan’s not 
quite indigent parents and Amy’s prosperous ones 
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friendship was sustained. this well- 
wrought atmosphere that, for Nathan and Amy, young 
love convincingly portrayed. 

One wonders, indeed, how two such sane and charm- 
ing protagonists could have become such confused 
adults. The answer may well that, save illustra- 
tions the author’s theme, they could not have. Mr. 
Wilson concerned explain that being man 
gray flannel suit, and that man’s wife, can get you 
you don’t watch out. This legitimate theme 
exploit any other, even has already been broadly 
hinted earlier novel. The problem how 
prevent two credible youngsters from becoming types 
the process one Mr. Wilson has not managed solve. 


This, course, not the whole plot. Nathan served 
his stint commander oil tanker World War 
was later underpaid journalist, and still later 
for lady executive before stumbling onto the 
cartooning and success. After which, “Holly- 
wood, Broadway, the publishing business, the fashion- 
able suburbs,” and, short, “all kinds stories rolled 
into keep being part his life. One could 
scarcely ask for more variety adventure. And 
must admitted that the author maintains certain 
competent writing level throughout. Tedium never- 
theless sets 

Morning finally comes that devastated house sym- 
bolic Nathan’s domestic affairs. When Amy appears, 
too, the parents worry over Steve together and then 
one those unconvincing reconciliations occurs. The 


wayward Steve understood, and everyone appar- 


ently going live happily ever after. But there cer- 
tainly hint that either prosperity the pursuit 
about abandoned. Misery, which throughout 
their domestic crisis has been the twin prosperity, 
arrested fiat the author. are asked be- 
lieve that somehow happiness will now ensue. 

Mr. Wilson not the only contemporary author con- 
cern himself with the perils prestige and material 
success. the reading public not yet surfeited with 
the whole dreary business, Mr. Wilson may have 
turned out another best seller. What has not done 
make original and stimulating contribution. 


Charles Gros, 


Saint Paul, Minnesota 


Rogers, Garet Corner Angels 
Dial. Nov. 21,1960. 600p. $4.95. (III) 


Not until was almost helf-way through this overly 
long novel did the present reviewer resolve the feeling 
uneasiness that possessed him concerning how 
should apraise it. For, frank, did not greatly 
captivate him. The answer proved simple one: 
this book woman, about woman, written for 
women. 
Corner Angels recounts the history Ursula 
(“Michael”) Martyr. Incorrigible “Michael” (her choice 
name for baptism twelve) moves child from 
institution another (they are little better than 
orphanages) until wealthy and sophisticated couple 
take her into their home companion for the bored 
socialite wife. From here, “Michael” (at first rarely 
ike) moves out into the world college, law 
school, marriage, the vicissitudes career legal 
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counsel for labor union, the intrigues labor organiz- 
ing, and the work establishing educational foun- 
dation for students science and engineering. 


The title this book comes from early episode 
when the child Ursula tries corner the market 
angels the night-time holy-card exchange the dor- 
mitory her current institution; she has particular 
and persistent affection for St. Michael the Archangel. 
Hence her baptismal name. St. Michael typifies for 
her kind masculine ideal and stands symbol 
for Ursula herself—a fighter against wrong. Yet the 
end corner men, not angels, that she seeks. 
Men are far more available. 


may suspected, the book episodic, moving 
linear fashion through the heroine’s life child and 
adult. Her undergraduate career summarized 
three pages, and the picture get her college, 
showing her sexually uninhibited, does not seem psy- 
chologically true, even granting reaction against the 
severe restrictions convent school; nor does ac- 
cord satisfactorily with her character seen elsewhere. 
And her attitude toward her guardian-uncle whose 
misappropriation her funds condemned her child- 
hood years two institutions for near-paupers seems 
far too conciliatory, both when she discovers the pecu- 
lation and confronts him, and later. 


But one reads this novel one listens radio 
television serial—not for subtle character analyses but 
for action. lawyer, “Michael” Martyr modern- 
day Portia, successfully invading man’s world, fighting 
men’s battles, but desiring the love man and the 
security home. The book written with wit: like 
her heroine, Miss Rogers has ability with the mot. The 
fact that her characters tend have improbable names 
like Adam Beer, Dr. Hermione Poteet, and Betsy 
Weatherwax stands somewhat the way their ac- 
ceptance real people, but that minor criticism. 


Several cuts above the ordinary soap-opera, which re- 
sembles somewhat situations and character-types, 
Corner Angels meant for the woman reader 
some sophistication. blending pathos, religion, 
love, violence, death, and struggle for success pres- 
ent-day milieu, should well the lending 


libraries. 
John Phillipson, Ph.D., 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


MacCuish, David Not Gentle 
Doubleday. Nov. 18, 1960. 472p. $4.95. (IV) 


Occasionally the publishing world startled the ap- 
pearance first novel which, like blare trumpets, 
heralds the arrival extraordinary new writer, 
author, who, without the travail and anguish that the 
usual lot literary men, instantaneously establishes 
himself the resourceful custodian Himalayan 
writing talent. When James Jones wrote From Here 
Eternity there were critics who thought they had found 
such writer him. And numerous were the ac- 
colades that greeted Norman Mailer’s The Naked and 
the Dead. Surely, was thought, the work power- 
ful new force American literature. possible 
that there may some delay according David Mac- 
Cuish proper status our literature. the long run, 
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however, there can real doubt where 
MacCuish and Not Gentle belong. Fifteen 
years after the end the war the Pacific, new 
writer has stormed upon the scene who must, all 
justice, allowed take his stance between Jones 
and Mailer. When the blueness his profanity settles, 
when the blear his passions clears, there will 
doubt that MacCuish has written book that owes half 
its existence Jones, and the other half Mailer. 
Not Gentle, course, lacks any the claims 
originality which enabled Jones’ readers overlook his 
flagrantly bad writing, and the obvious sociological im- 
portance Mailer’s work which dispensed his critics 
from being distressed unduly his crude posturing 
both philosopher and political theorist. But, Mac- 
Cuish’s book, the bad writing and the amateurish cogi- 
tation persist, along with dazzling assortment plot 
details borrowed from both books. There seems 
helping the bad writing, but the mental rumination, 
which here amounts little more than few inter- 
ludes which the hero and heroine, sprawled across 
motel beds, exchange don’t knows” about the exist- 
ence God, probably was introduced reluctant 
concession the physiological probability that the pro- 
tagonist, Norman McLeod, the girl, Donna, and Mc- 
Leod’s marine buddies, could not spend all the twenty- 
four hours which the scheme time allots each day, 
engaged the pursuit sex. 


Other war novels have been tasked with introducing 
the subject sex, stated intervals, device for 
arousing reader interest, and critics self-righteously have 
pointed admonitory knuckle this that inter- 
polated scene which, them, seemed have been 
introduced with that low purpose view. Manifestly, 
here, however, sex does not intrude upon the plot, the 
plot intrudes upon sex; plot details which interrupt 
the otherwise unremitting, lurid conversation miners, 
wayward elder sisters, men battle array, mistresses, 
and deranged gold star fathers. Any soldier with war- 
time service can vouch for the relative credibility 
MacCuish’s earthy dialogue, which B-24 pilot, 
World War II, was privileged hear. And seems 
likely that marine smalltalk the same vintage, de- 
picted Not Gentle, did not differ markedly 
from it. But one wonders morbid preoccupation 
with the obscene exchanges servicemen wartime 
itself stuff strong enough fiber for painstak- 
ing record constitute novel. Possibly MacCuish 
aims driving Lady Chatterly onto the Lenten reading 
lists. that his modest goal not likely 
achieve with Not Gentle. One cannot foresee 
for responsible readership. 


Those seeking raw thrills can turn any dozen 
current books that provide them ampler abundance. 
Those looking for drama will never get past the intro- 
ductory scenes which thin, rejected Norman grinds 
his mother’s rocking chair under heel, offers sexual 
solace his dead buddy’s bride-to-be. book’s end 
still consoling MacCuish’s curious species re- 
silient widows with bedtime calesthenics, now strangely 
associated his mind with prowess the battlefield, 
and crunching vicariously offending rocking chairs. 
Odd splotches poetry, apparently culled from old 
grade-school primers, rise and fall over his world like 
angry beacons, but last sputter out the nubian tarn 
life’s canceled hopes. Along with everyone else 


Best 


the book, life seems have brutalized McLeod the 
point where settles for sex the only sure 
shrine where can answer his own prayers. 


MacCuish can create believable battle scene. His 
evocation comradeship-at-arms authentic. 
brings back the stink barrackroom conversation 
was only yesterday. But has story tell, only 
lives depict which might called ruptured were 
not for the fact that they never were whole. Like these 
lives, like the eruption depicted the jacket his 
book, has only fragments identity offer, blasting 
everywhere, following trajectories into the four points 


nowhere. 
John McAleer, Ph.D., 


Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Wyckoff, Nicholas The Corinthians 
Macmillan. Nov. 14, 1960. 292p. $4.50. (IIb) 

Simon Weddle had prospered. His Emporium 
Corinth was the center trade for miles around. 
was both liked and respected. But there was one great 
disappointment his life. Although and Clorinda 
had been married seven years, they had had chil- 
dren. And Simon sorely wanted heirs. 


When the story opens, Clorinda’s sister-in-law, Rachel, 
was visiting them, stay until business took Simon 
further west that could start her the long trip 
back Kentucky. Rachel, too, was childless but Clo- 
rinda was certain that that was only because Rachel 
had refused her duty her husband. Simon, 
Clorinda was equally certain, could never say such 
thing his wife! 

Corinth was typical, well-meaning, narrow-minded 
town the 1840s and its good people were dismayed 
when Simon rented some land band Mormons 
for the summer. The Mormons wanted only repair 
their wagons and grow the crops necessary provide 
the food they would need they continued westward 
join their Leader but the townspeople were fearful. 
much wickedness had been charged the 
mons! 

There were few tense periods, but the Mormons kept 
themselves, there were real signs any “wicked- 
ness” and, soon their crops had been harvested, 
the Mormons moved on, their wagons filled with the 
food they had grown and the people Corinth better 
off for the trade they had brought the town. 
Shortly after the departure the Mormons, Simon’s 
business took him into Missouri and took Rachel 
with him intending put her steamer St. Louis 
for the trip back Kentucky. But Rachel convinced 
Simon that she could not back her husband and 
Simon took her with him Hedgerow, where was 
establishing another store. 

Rachel lived openly with Simon his wife and bore 
him four fine children Simon stayed Hedgerow 
for seven years, during which time Clorinda lived alone 
Corinth, helping with the running the store there. 
year after Simon left Corinth, Rachel’s husband 
conveniently died and, when Rachel succumbed con- 


sumption, Simon took the four children back to’ 


Corinth where Clorinda accepted him and the children 
and took them in. 
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Even novel, the episodes the full years” 
are difficult accept. Yet the author writes well 
and his descriptions the Mormons and life the 
midwest that time are good that the book 
pleasant, though improbable, reading. 


Moses, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Coward, Noel Pomp and Circumstance 
Doubleday. Nov. 308p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Noel Coward has written much the various fields 
literature but there has been one area which has 
left untouched, the field the novel. This book 
his first venture into that field. Pomp and Circum- 
stanec tale life among the aristocracy Samola, 
fictitious island the South Seas, resting securely 
under the British flag. 


were sum one word our reaction this 
story, the one word would “disappointing.” 
have long been admirer Noel Coward and 
were filled with joy when received this book, but 
unfortunately novel turns out mediocre. 
The story tells the reactions the community two 
events; the impending visit Queen Elisabeth and 
Prince Philip and also the visit amorous English 
duchess who leaves her husband England and who 
comes out spend the hours amorous dalliance with 
local single gentleman whom she had met the previ- 


year Capri. 


The book very British its American 
book written with the audience view; Horace’s 
well known purple patches are discarded. The British 
writer feels that the master the situation and 
that the reader should come him. Pomp and Cir- 
cumstance that style. filled with purple 
patches. fact the very first pages the book are 
purple patch and will tempt many soul close the 
book and turn the T.V. This pity because 
rereading the book, much that seemed irrelevant be- 
comes interesting. 

further complicate matters Coward chooses tell 
the story the first person. This device perhaps 
necessary and helpful when the first person strongly 
drawn character; however, this not true Pomp and 
Circumstance. The “first person” middle aged 
woman who probably the least “character” the 
book. hard see why the author adopted this 
convention which puts much restraint the author. 
That raises further question. How wise for 
man tell story woman? Some psychologists 
claim that men and women belong different species, 
least their emotional reactions. Perhaps this 
another aspect the “British” attitude story telling 

However things are not entirely bad, far from it. Mr. 
Coward must have had first hand experience with the 
type community which describes and does 
community which different from ours that merits 
our interest. There seems deadly calm about 
everything which perhaps bound with the heat. 
The remote interest England which fed letters 
and visits; the growing desire accept the natives 
quasi-social and many other things, big 
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and little, make the book worth while. There 
amusing account South Seas Department Store 
where the natives spend the day riding and down 
the escalators. 
The moral level the book baffling. People without 
standards seem groping for standards. doesn’t 
seem right for the natives know that member. 
the local gentry living concubinage with English 
duchess but everyone seems incapable concealing it. 
Nobody wants say that the thing wrong but, the 
other hand, what? And this applies too overt 
case homosexuality. the text the book the 
characters speak these things with the freedom with 
which they discuss the weather. 
The title the book Pomp and Circumstance, the 
“first-person” woman, the picture reproduced the 
jacket all suggest that Mr. Coward had some allegorical 
intent the book. it, perhaps, sermon the decay 
the British it, perhaps, protest against 
the terribly dull life the provinces where trifles as- 
sume tremendous proportions? could either 
these several others but let close with reminder 
take second look the painting reproduced the 
jacket. was painted Mr. Coward himself and 
perhaps introduces him into another field art. 

James Ball, 

Buffalo, 


The Nelson Touch 


Lewis, Paul 
$4.50. 


Holt, Rinehart Winston. Nov. 1960. 287p. 
(IIa) 

The turn the 19th century was era two giants 
—Napoleon and Lord Nelson. This novel brings life 
the Nelson that few know. The narrative begins 
with Nelson’s marriage Mrs. Nisbet. This marriage 
the one enigma Nelson’s life. His wife was not 
his equal any area human qualities. his mar- 
ried life the hero Trafalgar did not have one happy 
day. She could not understand his love the sea, his 
devotion England, his traits leadership that en- 
deared him the whole English nation. When Nelson 
landed Naples and met the English ambassador and 
his wife, Lady Hamilton, was ripe fall love 
with another woman. ile Nelson maintained face 
not divorcing his wife, did love his stepson, Josiah. 
tried carve career for him the navy but did 
not succeed. The emotional crises Nelson’s life are 
recounted adult fashion but not one exploit the 
sensuous side the Admiral’s private life. 

The greater part the book devoted his famous 
sea battles. The first battle which brought him fame 
was that Cape St. Vincent when deliberately cut 
out line and kept open the closing gap the line 
enemy ships. the rest his famous battles went 
against orders because thought his plan would work; 
and did. England, still tasting the dregs defeat 
the American revolution and cowering the spectacle 
Napoleon’s threatened invasion, could find cause for 
hope only the upset victories Lord Nelson. Having 
ship under his feet made Nelson into Sea Lord 
without peer. The naval battles the Nile, Teneriffe 
and Copenhagen kept his name shouted from one end 
England the other. His men loved him for his 
democratic approach them, for his love action and 
danger, for his unadmiral-like habit leading his ships 
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all times. doubt drill and preparation were basic 
realities behind his victories but also had mystic 
quality for inspiring the best his men. Adults who 
enjoy sea yarn, plus biography, will savor this story 
Napoleon’s master the high seas. 


Brother Gerald Edward, 
Wheaton, Maryland 


Klass, Sheila Solomon Come Back Monday 
Abelard Schuman. Nov. 1960. 252p. $3.95. 


problem, but when the situation compounded with 
racial prejudice and faculty-administration clashes, 
suggests prelude Hell. Deborah, competent white 
teacher Harlem girls’ junior high school, sud- 
denly suspected anti-Negro sentiment the editors 
Negro tabloid and threatened with bad publicity. 
She attempts exonerate herself, but her efforts are 
thwarted the school principal who prefers sacri- 
fice the reputation teacher rather than jeopardize 
her administrative record and expected promotion. 
Deborah finally succeeds, nevertheless, hushing 
the whole matter through the influence exerted 
colored colleague. There note tragedy this 
novel Barbara, the undeprivileged student, acci- 
dentally killed car Friday. She had just been 
told harassed Deborah come back Monday 
with her problems. 


The gallery teachers portrayed this story seems 
complete: find the incompetent, the popular, the 
domineering, the narrow-minded, but also the efficient, 
the understanding and the master teacher. The class- 
room action-shots are described realistically and clev- 
erly though some with exaggerated touch stark 
bawdiness. The style easy and the language frank 
with occasional seasoning excessive vulgarity. 
This novel, certainly not great, will provide moments 
interest teachers and parents. 


Brother Robert, 
Walsh College, 
Canton, Ohio 


Mann, Georg The Dollar Diploma 
Oct. 24,1960. 204p. $3.95. 

Georg Mann has written brisk little satire about fund 
raising activities mythical mid-west university 
whose identity not difficult guess once few clues 
are divulged. 

Fox University was named after parsimonious 
millionaire who was jockeyed into endowing one 
desperate attempt escape the marauding visits the 
grandfather the modern fund raiser. The founder 
and first president, Fultor, the crusading minister with 
passion for education, brought Fox international at- 
tention raiding the university faculties the world 
with blank check book his sole weapon. Fultor 
was followed Holmes the social scientist, who bal- 
anced the budget, produced first-rate football team, 
and kept academic standards marking time for three 
full decades. His successor, Raynesford the classicist, 
took Fox new intellectual heights coercing the 
faculty members into making their courses attractive 
and meaningful the individual student. 


Best 


With Raynesford’s resignation, the scene set for 
Thornton the vice-president for operations take over 
with orders soft-pedal “individualized education” 
and raise fifty million dollars for university expansion, 
promptly enlists the aid small army fund 
raisers who fan out into the various departments, 
ing into budgets, looking into closets, and inflaming the 
dreams department chairmen.” style 
cent the weekly news magazines, Georg Mann takes 
aim some less desirable attitudes, ambitions, and 
foibles one can find the contemporary academic 
scene. His breezy observations organized fund 
ing, empire-building department heads, congressional 
investigators, and uninspiring professors are literate, 
acerbic, sometimes too brash, and written more often 
mood mild despair than malice. There little 
drama his story, however, and the style lacks 
But the book does have much the appeal hard- 
hitting documentary. Frequenters the university 
milieu will amused the calculated exaggerations 
Mr. Mann’s caricatures and may inclined con- 
done his impudence when they reflect the disarming 
quotation from Robert Burns that graces the title page. 
cautions the reader that chield’s amang you taking 


notes.” 
William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Corbett, Elizabeth The Wainwright Inheritance 
Oct. 21, 1960. 310p. $3.95. 


difficult criticize The Wainwright Inheritance 
Elizabeth Corbett, largely because difficult be- 
lieve that was written for contemporary adult readers. 
Assuming that such audience intended, however, 
let say all candor and charity that this novel 
unbelievably saccharine, unreal and written man- 
ner which hearkens back the sentimental genteel 
fiction which fluttered the hearts teenage young 
ladies the first two decades the present century. 


The book concerns itself with the efforts young 
widow, Agnes Wainwright, win her independence 
from rather domineering college-educated stepdaugh- 
ter. This goal attained surprising bequest 
Agnes wealthy aunt’s estate, including large fur- 
nished home which she takes residence. 


keeping with her financial security, Agnes becomes 
more self-reliant the role mistress the house. 
She receives terribly proper proposals marriage from 
three stodgy suitors, one whom she manages wed 
Miriam, the stepdaughter. Finally, the last two 
three pages the book, Agnes herself finds hap- 
piness the person Dr. Hugh Sheridan, widower- 
physician. 

There are many things wrong with Miss Corbett’s 
novel that hard single out the more notable 
flaws. sure one, though, the complete dearth 
any conflict such. There real antagonist, ex- 
ternal internal for Agnes, Miriam notwithstanding. 
For one thing, the stepdaughter’s influence ends early 
the book when Agnes inherits the house and thus 
physically removed from,Miriam who, the way, 
stantly refers her stepmother “Ladybird.” For an- 
other, Agnes simperingly vapid anyhow that 
whether the worm turns matter extreme 
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indifference. The result that contrived confronta- 
tion scene between the two women, which the novel 
wheezingly works up, about dramatic the arrival 
the morning paper. 

Then too, the novelist has fascination for the other- 
wise mundane habits the leisure class. She devotes 
page after page such momentous events the 
ning and devouring daily meals, household conversa- 
tions between Agnes and Dora, her inherited house- 
keeper, discussions over whether not abstain from 
sweets during Lent, what serve parties for choir 
boys, bridge play charity affairs and the thrill 
bedside snacks cookies and milk. Not one her 
characters, including (and especially) Agnes, ever em- 
erges real person. Both they and the author’s style 
are completely divorced from reality and are sicken- 
ingly sweet and stuffy one Dora’s caramel fudge 
cakes. 

The Wainwright Inheritance recommended 
one, not even the most provincially naive reader who 
may still consider Grace Livingston Hill, Eleanor Porter 
and Isabel Clarke the white hopes the modern 


women novelists. 
William Lynch, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Erdman, Loula Grace Many Voyage 
Dodd, Mead. 309p. $3.95. (I) 


Maria Lathrop married Edmund Gibson Ross 


Sandusky, Ohio, 1848. was journeyman printer 
and newspaper man with compelling love his heart 
for causes for Freedom and fever his blood ‘Go 
West, Young led him from Ohio New 


Mexico; from the United States Senate the Gover- 
nor’s palace Santa Fe; times was his restlessness 
that drove him on; others, the necessity arising from 


his crusading activities. The last thing that Fannie 
wanted do, was rove, but she followed him loyally 
and shared his triumphs and defeats. 

The terrible scourge Cholera, which Miss Erdman 
gives graphic description, prompted the first move 
Wisconsin. There Ross became involved the Aboli- 
tion Movement and took active part the Under- 
ground Railroad, concealing fugitives his own home. 
The dramatic rescue the slave, Joshua Glover fol- 
lows the classic pattern: like another Paul Revere, 
Sherman Booth rode through the streets with the cry 
“Freedom arise; Come the rescue; Slave catchers are 
our midst.” Ross answered the call: with battering 
rams, they beat down the doors the jail; Glover was 
carried freedom Canada, but Booth was arrested. 
His defense became the cause celebre the day and 
was carried the Supreme Court; but lost his 
case and was brought utter ruin. escape like 
fate, Ross had make another move—this time 
Kansas. The trek more than 700 miles ox-cart, 
the slow rate ten miles day, through dangerous 
country and over treacherous terrain, saga itself, 
deftly described Miss Erdman. Kansas, Ross 
placed himself the forefront the struggle against 
the ‘Carpetbaggers’ from Missouri who were determined 
have Kansas admitted among the Slave States. Due 
great part the efforts Ross, Kansas was won 
over the Union and was one those chosen 
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frame the Kansas Constitution. When the Civil War 
actually broke out, Ross enlisted the side the 
Union and rose the rank Major. His family was 
Lawrence, Kansas the time the savage raid 
the infamous guerilla, which, more than 
any other single event, gave the State the name 
‘Bleeding Kansas.’ Miss Erdman’s description this 
raid, rivals anything literature sheer savagery and 
horror. 

The War over, Ross was appointed succeed the in- 
famous Senator Lane, corrupt politician, who unwill- 
ing face the consequences his shameless swindles 
‘on hot day July, walked into Kansas cornfield, 
put pistol his head and pulled the 
Senator, Ross was member the Commission which 
met Medicine Lodge and framed the treaty co- 
existence with the Indians that made possible the settle- 
ment the Far West. 

Following the assassination Lincoln, Republican, 
Andrew Johnson, Democrat became President; the 
members the Senate were equally divided and 
struggle for power, with holds barred ensued. When 
the trial for the impeachment Johnson came before 
the Senate, Ross, the Senator from Kansas held the 
deciding vote. Only careful reading the account 
detailed Miss Erdman can give idea the 
terrific pressures that were exerted both parties. Sen. 
Ross stood the middle, the target both parties. 
wonder that Sen. Kennedy included him his Profiles 
Courage. Ross was convinced that truth and justice 
lay only one direction; although, wrote later 
was almost literally looking into open grave’ 
voice that could not misunderstood, pronounced 
the verdict that decided the issue: Not Guilty. With 
all his foresight and foreboding, could not have 
gauged the height and depth the hate and bitterness 
which and his family would subjected. The 
passage Many Voyage which this depicted 
one the finest this fine book. History has vindi- 
cated his judgment and canonized his courage, but the 
persecution followed him and his family until death. 
The final move was New Mexico which made 
the Cannon Express the Atcheson, Topeka and 
Santa Railroad which had been instrumental 
establishing. President Grover Cleveland had appointed 
him the Territorial Governor New Mexico with 
residence the historic Old Palace. was his final 
blaze glory. After one term office, went into 
total eclipse and became again the journeyman printer 
and free lance writer. 

strongly recommend this book all who love history 
and admire courage and honesty. Thanks the care- 
ful and painstaking research Miss Erdman, have 
history, written its best. courage, have more 
than enough for the life one man, the moral courage 
that made America great and which the modern 
counterparts Ross, hope and pray, will keep 


America great. 
Alphonsus Schonhart, C.SS.R., 
Newport News, Virginia 


Cooper, Elizabeth Ann Little Thing 
Doubleday. Oct. 360p. $3.95. (Ila) 

“Tt little thing win lose the kingdom 
heaven,” are words taken from the Imitation Christ, 
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and thought upon which thousands meditations 
have been made and millions words have been writ- 
ten. Elizabeth Ann Cooper, graduate New Rochelle 
College, New York, has developed powerful novel 
from this thought and justly has received the Double- 
day Catholic Fiction Prize award for 1960. 


Father Michael Mundy, young curate old par- 
ish, saves girl from suicide and then strives reach 
her mind save her soul. Laura Dunne has been 
through the mill, knows all the answers, and constantly 
rejects Father Mundy’s arguments. She has beliefs 
and ridicules Father Mundy’s appeals better nature. 
His pastor strives assure him but Father Michael 
feels failure. Laura realizes her rejection has 
been caused her fear and knows that she loves 
Michael when she comforts him his dejection. Later 
difficult for her tell him that the night comfort 
has made her pregnant. 


Clare Mundy, Michael’s mother, visits the old pastor 
rest home and discusses the runaway priest. has 
been running for five years but now town near 
Mexico, development created Clare’s brother, 
artist, Uncle Leo. Michael again rescues girl about 
die, this time auto accident, and becomes the 
priest give her comfort. His background unknown, 
except Laura and Uncle Leo, and when the girl does 
not die, complications and questions arise. The real 
conflict Michael’s mind takes place and Father Valer- 
ian, who has been receiving mysterious donations from 
Mrs. Mundy, helps him make his decision. 


Like all prize-winning efforts, Little Thing will cause 
much discussion and will the subject many con- 
troversies. Certainly not everyone will agree with the 
author’s choice the subject portraying the struggle 
“win the kingdom heaven” and many more will dis- 
agree with her treatment that subject. this reader, 
masterful handling very difficult theme and 
shows Miss Cooper not only excellent psy- 
chologist but also have fine memory the philo- 
sophy and theology she learned college. 

Father Mundy and his old pastor live for and 
share the worries his mother. Laura person that 
not many meet, yet know that she real. 
Michael’s uncle have met only too often our 
journey through life and all know the quiet, pur- 
poseful, self-effacing Father Valerian. The vivid por- 
trayal the thoughts her characters, well their 
words and actions, stamps this author one from 
whom shall hear much more. 

How does one rate such story? Perhaps because 
the subject matter, should restricted the discern- 
ing adult, but certainly can well recommended 


such readers. 
John Cullen, A.B., LLB., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Scott, Paul The Love Pavilion 
Morrow. Sept. 21,1960. 313p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The story begins India with the meeting Brian 
Saxby and Tom Brent. Saxby was botanist, older 
years and experience than Tom Brent, who was 
barely twenty-one and who had worked his passage 
India the year prior his meeting with Saxby. Saxby 
not only collected and explored plants but also col- 
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lected and explored people. hard say whose 
story this is: Brian Saxby’s—who reached the 
sion that man had never had soul, that exists only 
the physical Brent’s—who felt bound 
Saxby, only young boy inexperience can; 
Teena Chang’s—who was said the most beautiful 
woman Malaya and who presided with her girls over 
the exotic rites held for the pleasure men the 
Pavilion the Garden Madness Bukit 


Six years after his first meeting with Brian Saxby, Tom 
Brent came Bukit Kallang, stirred sense in- 
debtedness, his search for Brian Saxby who was re- 
ported have joined the Chinese guerillas and 
leading them attacks the wartime 
Bukit Kallang, Tom Brent met Teena Chang and 
fell love with her. 
This beautifully written, strong, and serious novel 
centered the idea man’s justification ‘himself 
his existence. The characters are plausible and 
barely miss being memorable people. the mood 
the book, the atmosphere the situation, the author’s 
thesis which claim hold the memory. man’s 
book. Paul Scott the author Six Days Mara- 
pore, Male Child, and Mark the Warrior. 

Carmen Collier, 

Redondo Beach, California 


Aiken, Conrad 
The Collected Short Stories Conrad Aiken 
World. Nov. 28, 1960. 566p. $6.00. 


short story good, must very good, and these 
stories Conrad Aiken are very good indeed. Tech- 
nically, they are perfect their concentrated delicacy; 
but there more than artistry Conrad Aiken, 
anyone will attest who has read “Silent Snow, Secret 
Snow”—and who has not? This equisitely sensitive 
glimpse into little boy’s detachment from the world 
told with intense awareness the incommunica- 
bility the experience finding that “the new world 
was the profounder and more wonderful” (p.221). 
poet, Conrad Aiken has caught the soundless white- 
ness snow beautifully unforgetable lines. 
long white ragged lines were drifting and sifting 
whispering and hushing, making little triangles 
white...” (p. 218). 

there horrible kind detached perception 
“Secret Snow,” “Hello Tib” really touches horror, ex- 
cruciatingly so, because the shifting moods the 
story. little cat railroad station, playfully trotting 
around all innocence, seen the narrator who 
knows almost intuitively that she will killed, and 
powerless anything about it. “She began 
putting her white paws down the wall,—to jump.” 
This little shocker, though written with surpassing deli- 
cacy and divination, has sickening impact. 

But infinitely richer experience awaits the reader 
who has yet read “No, No, Not Lethe,” for 
this are introduced into the subtle intricacies 
man’s mind, theme reminding one Kierke- 
gaard’s Diary The Seducer. the story 
bachelor, not the James Stephens type bachelor 
The Crock Gold, but octopus,” 
called Pierce Babcoék, (Bostonians will love his 
name), who “picked his acquaintances carefully, kept 
them carefully distance, used them, pumped them, 
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gave himself them quite liberally certain 
point, but when that point had been reached became 
inscrutable the sphinx.” This, and “Spider, 
Spider” and “The Fish Supper,” show the nuances 
masculine and feminine psychology 
conflicts. These three stories are perfect 
their kind. Mr. Aiken can look out well within, 
the keen observations “The Fish illus- 
trate. Here Mrs. had cultivated 
broad “A” and used with devastating effect, except 
when, now and then, she used where she shouldn’t” 
(p.299). 

One the most moving stories with some the best 
realistic dialogue the language “Life Isn’t 
Short Story.” 

Several stories seem developed from what White- 
head calls “moments experience.” Moon- 
light,” “State Mind,” and “The these 
stories the author seems saying that one’s life con- 
sisted moments supreme experience. “They might 
simply instant acute awareness, misery, 
exultation” (p.465). 

three stories, “The Disciple,” and 
“Smith and Jones” you are left with mystery. These 
three are not, taste, interesting stories, not be- 
cause the half-tone effect other-worldliness, but 
because they seem contrived. There too much con- 
sciousness Henry James and Hawthorne them 
ring true. 

One the most provocative, because different, 


Round”—where sports-writer with ideals 


and integrity—is reporting prize fight, while mentally 
writing letter his erring wife. 
“To love with the soul, but not with the body, love 
God, and that perhaps kind death; love with the 
body but not the soul, certainly kind death, for 
starves the soul swiftly the other starves the body; only 
when permit body and soul love together really 
live. You felt these things you didn’t” (p. 244). 
The reporter’s thoughts remind one that every love ac- 
cording Max Scheler, love for God taking rest 
the wayside. 
impossible evaluate adequately the entire collec- 
tion, for they are varied life itself. Mr. Aiken 
always perceptive, often fanciful, sometimes too com- 
plex for explicit expression, and all times connois- 
seur conflict. you like shown “sights that 
cannot seen,” and read “tales that cannot told,” 
you enjoy the real and the unreal, the natural and 
the supernatural, the probing the mind man, you 
will appreciate these stories. Recommended. 
Clara Siggins, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


von Kleist, Heinrich The Marquise 
Criterion. Oct. 28, 1960. 318p. $5.00. (IIb) 


Thomas Mann, his preface this volume, says that 
Heinrich von Kleist was “one the greatest, boldest, 
and most ambitious poets Germany has produced; 
playwright and storyteller the very first order; 
Yet Kleist complete stranger practically all 
Americans, even those who have dutifully read their 
Goethe and Schiller. translation Martin Green- 
berg, Kleist’s stories are now offered modern Ameri- 


341 


cans for their judgment very vigorous writer who 
died, his own hand, almost one hundred and fifty 
years ago. think these readers will find Kleist gifted 
man, able thrill audience, but severely limited 
the talent which possessed. 


Mr. Greenberg seems have done good job trans- 
lation. says that did not try preserve any 
the period flavor Kleist’s language and has 
done real service the author translating from 
the German into fluent, idiomatic English. 


the language these stories modern, however, 
their substance and their essential manner 
their relation—comes directly out Kleist’s time. 
lived through the end the eighteenth century and 
was subject the same influence that gave rise Eng- 
land the vogue for the Gothic novel. true that, 
spite some use magic, Kleist places little re- 
liance the most outlandish Gothic trappings such 
haunted castles, trapdoors, and strange tableaux. Yet 
was victim the Gothic movement. sought 
tell tales universal significance and some extent 
succeeded; but was caught the mode 
expression through extremes. Violence was com- 
monplace with him, physical violence and violence 
the sudden turn events. His iconoclasts breathe fire 
one moment and the next are struck into mute- 
ness from which they recover only sing thunderous 
Glorias. His Michael Kohlhaas turns gentle 
farmer, cruel murderer the innocent, and peni- 
tent serene his devotion justice; and Kleist was 
inured violence that apparently believed his 
hero integrated character. these ex- 
tremes speak not much intensity searching 
for effect. When officer unquestioningly kills the 
girl loves because considers her deceptive and 
then commits suicide when learns her fidelity, 
the whole action horrible part horribly 
violent story that are little aghast, suffer 
little the thrill given good ghost story, but are not 
profoundly moved. 


Kleist’s addiction the Gothic method indicated 
his attitude toward the Catholic Church. affected 
naive belief splendidly perfidious institution, com- 
plete with bishop’s concubines who lured monks into 
revealing the secrets the confessional that they 
could used for blackmail. Such malice added 
the delicious horror through which some writers 
Kleist’s time created their moods and sought their 
effects; still left them free use the Church for 
amazing miracle when that particular type thrill was 
wanted. 


matter fact, Kleist does not stir the reader 
the depths; lacks delicacy, except the title piece, 
rather exquisite story, and “The Duel.” may 
taken very interesting manifestation the spirit 
his time rather than writer who has something 
say this age. 

one need think, however, that can start one 
Kleist’s stories and then easily put down; with all his 
shortcomings, this man could spin yarn. may 
have been somewhat naive, but knew how hold 
attention, how build point. Whatever may 
said the rest Thomas Mann’s opinion, was right 
calling Kleist storyteller the first class this 
term mean man who can grip audience tightly 
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and make watch attentively until reaches suit- 
able climax; spite his archaic manner, Kleist can 
that even for modern audience. 

William Hill, S.J. 


Cary, Joyce Spring Song and Other Stories 
Harper. 285p. $3.95. (IIa) 


true that more people are reading than ever before; 
and may true also that there constantly 
dwindling proportion people who really read—who 
read not for courses, discussions, quizzes, but 
simply for the sake absorbing the contents good 
book. that elite which has discovered one the 
primary purposes for which books exist these short 
stories Joyce Cary should bring abundant satisfaction. 
Some the stories have appeared print before, some 
have not. The whole collection excellent. Coming 
does some time after the author’s death, the 
volume might suspected meretricious exploitation 
dead man’s reputation; actually, however, con- 
tains nothing which Cary could not proud. The 
world common domestic discord and joyful accord, 
the world Africa not yet openly inimical all white 
men, the world the nursery—these are the spheres 
explored Carey and re-created for his readers 
skillful delineation precisely the right features. 


Not only the Africa Cary knew remote from 
space but has become utterly remote time well. 
Strangely enough, however, Cary’s African stories are 
not dated; they are timeless because Cary knew the sig- 
nificance and the insignificance detail. The con- 
crete, fixed history, comes life his pages 
does the work few other writers; yet catches 
and holds the fleeting moments only for the enduring 
values that they manage imply. One story about 
commercial post Africa, Touch Genius,” says 
everything that Conrad would have liked say about 
the strange loves, friendships, and hatreds among iso- 
lated white men strange country; also gives 
catalyst for these emotions odd little Englishman 
whom Conrad would have loved; but the story told 
with fine economy expression that Conrad could 
not command. 

Obviously Cary was fascinated the world chil- 
dren, and was convinced that unintelligible 
adults simply because world apart. Sometimes 
also incomprehensible children who could not, 
they tried, account for their cruelties. two his 
stories Cary fault artistically that the cruelties 
are unbelievable; suspect that factually fault 
well. Generally, however, his nursery world warm 
and wonderful; looks through the eyes child 
universe which one glorious impulse crowds upon 
another, each negating its predecessor and consigning 
oblivion. Most these stories about children are 
fascinating and revealing. Perhaps Cary did not really 
know the mind the child; but the reader apt 
along with him until better interpreter child- 
hood comes along—a remote eventuality. 

Some the most skillful pieces the volume are those 
which deal with ordinary person’s ordinary affairs. 
One brief narrative almost entirely concerned with 
old man’s sitting down and standing again. Some 
are thoroughly plotted through courtship, marriage, 
domestic difficulties. All are good reading because 


Best 


Joyce Cary had the power compress into short story 
great deal subtle revelation character. His per. 
ceptions were keen, knew how make readers 
aware delicate shades personality, knew how 
use irony. 


There has been some objection the past 
occasional intricacies style, but the style these 
stories perfectly limpid. The only effort demanded 
the reader that alert the oblique effects 
that irony sometimes achieves. 

William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Clue Works 


Out for the Kill Anthony Gilbert, (Random House. 
235p. $2.95; involves Arthur 
Crook the mystery vanished milliner who 
orated her hats with narcotic filled cherries and such; 
one his aides never-say-die salesman sets 
Murder Wall Street John Ethan, (Mill. 
190p. $2.95; I), puts its problem the unusual setting 
the financial district downtown New York; in- 
teresting plot, too Kept Woman Can’t Quit 
Erle Stanley Garner, under his Fair monicker, 
another Lamm and Cool adventure which the 
team outwits two police forces solving $100,000 
robbery, (Morrow. $2.95; IIb) The Great 
Detectives Theodore Mathieson collection 
ten shert stories originally published Ellery Queen’s 
Mystery Magazine, each featuring historical figure 
fictitious situation which, e.g., Alexander, Omar 
Khayyan, Captain Cook, Cervantes, Florence Nightin- 
gale, had play detective solve murder, (Simon 
and Schuster. 230p. $2.95; I); mediocre writing and 
plotting Heaven Knows Who Christianna Brand 
recreation Scottish murder case which Jessie 
M’Lachlan was tried for the murder Jess McPherson, 
which the defense maintained that Mrs. M’Lachlan 
was nowhere near the scene the crime the time 
the murder; painstakingly long convincing, 
(Scribner’s. 283p. $3.95; Nielsen weaves 
tangled web for playwright Leander Sing 
Murder, (Morrow. 224p. $2.95; Ila); trying lure the 
police into reopening the case the death his wife, 
blues singer, Leander almost gets himself ac- 
cused murder Death View Travis Macrae, 
(Holt, Rinehart Winston. 246p. $2.95; IIb), limits 
suspects the eight guests suburban dinner party 
and hinges who wore contact for 
Innocence Dianne Doubtfire, (Morrow. 191p. 
IIb), Mama pushed front subway train when 
she threatens toss eight-year-old Angela’s teddy bear 
onto the tracks, and man with gold buttons his 
blue coat knows little Angie pushed. His blackmail 
terms involve sexual perversion this carefully writ- 
ten, suspenseful, but somewhat obnoxious whodunit 
Jerome Barry’s Fall (Doubleday. 188p. $2.95; 
IIa), involves elevator operator doubling bookie 
with the manager the apartment building who knows 
the bookie murdered the tenant whose apartment 
was using office; blackmail ensues and more 
plications The late Ben Benson’s last murder story 
again features Captain Wade Paris the Massachusetts: 
State Police, the locale Boston and its environs, 

the story competently plotted and told; check The 
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Huntress Dead one the better mysteries, (Mor- 
row. 220p. $2.95; 


Invitation Vengeance, Kathleen Knight, 
(Doubleday. 190p. $2.95; 1), sends Susan Brooks, widow 
executed murderer Sicily visit her father-in- 
jaw, where the mafiosi, friendly school-teacher, and 
the missing loot from bank robbery create her prob- 
189p. $2.95; I), concerns Teresa Swale, acquitted 
murder jury but not society. Her life story 
was worth good deal money she could found 
alive. The ending this one provides real surprise 
Another lady, Miss Julia, visits Yorkshire manor 
house Party for the Shooting Louisa Revell, 
(Macmillan. 222p. $3.50; I), make interesting tale 
involving two corpses, the ghost headless nun, 
priest hole and secret passages Jeremy York’s Hide 
and Kill, (Scribner’s. 191p. $2.95; I), well-written 
story cross, with young lady caught 
the middle between her fiancé and her family. 


Warmington, Carthage 


Praeger. Oct. 28,1960. 222p. $4.50. (1) 

are all familiar with the story Hannibal leading 
his elephants across the Alps and spreading panic and 
devastation through Italy, but this and occasional 
reference Carthage textbooks Ancient History 
are all that many have ever heard about the great 
Phoenician state which dominated the western Mediter- 


‘ranean for three centuries. There has been little schol- 


arly work this subject during the past half century 
and popular writers have merely handed the ac- 
counts ancient Greek and Roman historians, all 
which are hostile and incomplete for they mention 
Carthage only when its history comes into contact, 
conflict, with their own. And Carthagenian 
literature has survived there are many gaps the story. 
The author has attempted evaluate these scattered 
and fill the gaps utilizing recent archae- 
ological discoveries North Africa. Carefully distin- 
guishing between the certain and the probable, recre- 
ates living vital civilization which beginning smal] 
settlement the African coast spread over the Tuni- 
sian hinterland, then Sicily, Sardinia and Spain, 
monopolizing the western Mediterranean from which 
all commercial rivals were excluded. 


The actual date and circumstances the founding 
Carthage are unknown, the author accepts the 
most probable many fables, the story dynastic 
quarrel Tyre which led Elissa (Virgil’s Dido) 
sister King Pygmalion flee the West with 
band faithful followers about 814 B.C. The settle- 
ment thrived and the sixth century was the domi- 
nant power the West, being wealthy maritime 
drawing its riches from trade and commerce. This 
expansion brought Carthage into conflicts with the 
powerful Greek city states Sicily and the fourth 
century most them were under her dominion. 
300 B.C. Rome was also trying gain foothold 
Sicily policy which led growing conflicts with Car- 
thage culminating the First Punic War from 264 
242 B.C. result which the latter lost all her 
Possessions Sicily. The Phoenicians now concen- 
trated all their efforts Spain and twenty-five years 
had built another wealthy colony under the leader- 
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ship Hamilcar, Hasdrubal and Hannibal. But Rome 
had intention allowing her rival recover and 
war broke out again 218 B.C. was this occasion 
that Hannibal staged his dramatic crossing the Alps 
and long campaign Italy, but things went badly for 
the Carthagenians elsewhere and Hannibal was recalled 
defend the home city against the Romans 203. 
Their armies defeated the battle Zama, Carthage 
was reduced insignificent city state and few 
decades later 146 B.C. was utterly obliterated the 
Romans. 

Mr. Warmington has produced scholarly and readable 
account little known period early Mediterranean 
history which will prove invaluable for teachers and 
students Ancient History and provide interesting and 
informative reading for anyone interested the distant 
past. The volume contains the usual bibliography and 
index, also few illustrations and maps. 

Gallagher, 


University Scranton 


Stuart, Jesse God’s Oddling 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 17, 1960. 266p. $4.95. (1) 


Never again will this reader able pass through the 
hill country Kentucky without seeing small, wiry 
man indeterminate farmer, railroad man, 
pioneer; lover the land, field, birds, animals, men 
and women, children. This man Mick Stuart, 
seen through the eyes his son Jesse and pictured for 
the reader nostalgically beautiful tribute titled God’s 
Oddling. Never will forget the stories Mick 
Stuart and the men who knew and loved him. Uncle 
Fonse, who smoked and drank and argued with Mick, 
was inseparable from him long lived. Uncle 
Jeff Hilton was powerful worker but equally power- 
ful drinker. Judge Toodle Powell and other Republi- 
cans for whom “went out and shook the bushes” for 
votes when they were running for office felt his barbed 
tongue when they failed keep campaign promises. 
There were many men his rich life, but there was 
only one woman: his wife, Sal. Though she was neither 
Methodist Republican, argued with his helpmate 
and companion about both and loved her dearly until 
died. 

loved his animals less. Nest Egg, his game 
rooster, set all sorts records W-Hollow against 
hawks and other roosters. The tale how this feath- 
ered Don Juan attracted hens from their neighboring 
homes rivals Mark Twain for “tallness.” His mules, 
Dinah and Old Dick, out-pulled and outdid all the 
other “best” mules the county; and Black Boy, his 
faithful dog, killed every kind viper and snake, but 
specialized copperheads, and was good hunting 
dog had ever been seen anywhere. 


One tempted say that loved his sons best all. 
gave them all that felt should theirs: was 
their companion, their teacher, their adviser, their 
guide. Yet was his way give his best every- 
thing: the railroad (the for which worked 
more than forty years; the land which cleared and 
planted ,then moved better soil. knew every 
inch the ground, every cow the pasture, every pig 
chicken sheep bird cat which befriended; 
knew every tree flower ever saw. This 
taught his sons, his daughters, and his grandchildren; 
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gave them education which they could never 
learn from books, learning they could never forget. 


This book touching tribute magnificent father 
from grateful son. written language which 
savors the hills Kentucky. poetry 
which comes from the hearts those who live close 
God’s creatures, who are conscious the miracles 
which they are permitted enjoy daily. All the 
Stuarts, Mick, Sal, and their five sons and daughters, 
lived life fully, intensely, because they loved it. Theirs 
was constant thanksgiving for God’s bounty, for God’s 
simplest gifts: 

the water flows swiftly over the rocks, sings 

songs me, old lullabies without words. I’ve heard these 

tunes before. I’ve heard them since childhood 
Like his father, Jesse Stuart has given his heart his 
work: God’s Oddling recommended for everyone. 


Oscar Bouise, 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Quennell, Peter The Sign the Fish 
Viking. Oct. 255p. $4.50. (Ila) 

English men letters, like Peter Quinnell, have repu- 
tation, more than their American counterparts, for their 
interests unimportant minutiae, peripheral trivia; and 
they seem delight the game spoofing the reader 
into believing that the multitude words used pro- 
portionate the importance what they know 
piddling general interest. Give them credit, because 
they can turn the charm beguile the wary reader 
who thinks learning something. 


One can never forget the feeling that Mr. Quennell, 
charming can be, interested writing book 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
CTION 

The Leopard May 15, 
Hawaii (IIb) Michener Dec. 
Advise and Consent (IIb) Drury Aug. 15, 

Report (IV) Wallace June 
Water Life (IV) Robinson July 
The Lovely Ambition Chase June 15, 
The Affair Snow June 
The View from the Forti: 

Floor (IIb) White June 
Kill Mockingbird (Ila) Lee July 15, 
Trustee from the Tool Room (Ila) Apr. 
The Lincoln Lords (1) wley Mar. 
The Inspector (Ila) Hartog July 

NON-FICTION 
The Good Years (1) Lord July 1,’ 
Enjoy, Enjoy! (Ila) Golden July 
Mr. Citizen (1) Truman July 
The Night They Burned the 

Mountain Dooley June 
The Operators Gibney July 15, 
May This House Safe 

from Tigers (IIb) King Jan. 15, 
Thomas Wolfe: Biography (Ila) July 15, 
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because wants write book. almost every 
page one can see Mr. Quennell, straining his desk 
and saying himself, “I’ve got get this book going 
along. don’t know what say next, but, blimey, 
there’s book somewhere.” 
His theme, running through diversity writers and 
ideas, the background art, studied chiefly through 
the art literature, but it’s wide theme that doesn’t 
focus itself point view that easily formulated. 
may write some chit-chat about Edith 
Robert Graves, Siegfried Sassoon, Eliot, Haroid 
Munro, Dylan Thomas—then jump into the question 
how poems arise—then muse about Graham Greene, 
Evelyn Waugh, Colette, André Gide, Virginia Woolf, 
and George Moore. famous personages 
will occupy his attention, with dissertation Lord 
Byron and James Boswell (“Almost all the subjects 
have undertaken have been self-questioners and self- 
doubters”), some his traveling experiences, the con- 
sideration writing the first-person-singular, experi- 
ences dock reporter, i.e., crime trials, and the sick- 
nesses certain writers. 
Librarians will have difficulty classifying the book 
belles-lettres. The style polite, urbane, sometimes 
witty and perceiving, sometimes pedantically phony. 
From the hackwork Mr. Quennell has engaged for 
many years the middle-aged professional writer that 
today much has been learned about the uses and 
the abuses language. Mr. Quennell always aware 
how use language well, and for that reason alone 
will please the minority readers who like their 
language well managed. 

Arthur MacGillivray, 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Kunkel, Francis 
The Labyrintine Ways Graham Greene 
Sheed Ward. Oct. 26,1960. 182p. $3.50. 


This concise readable study deals 
with Graham Green’s life. Except for brief references 
his childhood anxieties and later passion for travel- 
ing, there little direct biographical 
fessor Kunkel concentrates rather Greene’s writings. 
Grouping them Early Novels, Entertainments, Cath- 
olic Novels, and on, analyzes literary influences, 
traces Greene’s artistic progress and reappraises the con- 
troversial handling religious themes. 

While the criticism throughout astute, the discussion 
Greene’s Catholicism will doubtless read the most 
avidly. For the subject has long been hotly debated. 
And Professor Kunkel has quite definite views. He, 
effect, throws down the gage when refers the 
novels starting with Brighton Rock (1938) “explicit- 
Catholic,” although “in sense narrow, cozy, com- 


placent moralistic,” nor again “aggressively sectarian,. 


highly denominationalized, piously evangelical.” 
much for the opposition guns. 

Greene, argues, fulfills the function Christian 
novelist that explores the central drama the 
human soul’s adventure with eternity. Denying 
French group’s that Greene’s people are 


mere wretched pawns fate, maintains that all 


shown capable liberating themselves through coop- 
peration with grace. 
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Among the more illuminating sections are those 
Mejor Scobie, The Heart the Matter, and the 
The Power and the Glory. the two the 
-titic finds Scobie the less satisfactory characterization. 
holds, fact, that Greene should have probed more 
deeply into Scobie’s neuroticism and made “less use 


theology.” But lauds the novelist’s aware- 


ness how pity can prompt person sin. Pity 
such cases “the ethic those who try substitute 
themselves for God.” 
the fugitive priest, sees Greene developing two- 
fold pursuit. Church representative, the outlawed 
cleric becomes virtually sacrificial victim scapegoat, 
relentlessly tracked down the Lieutenant, symboliz- 
ing the world nonbelief. the same time, being 
himself weak and guilty man, the priest also the 
sinner sought merciful Hound Heaven. Going 
further, the critic points out that Greene demonstrates 
through the priest’s frailty how little the effectiveness 
God’s sacraments depend the sanctity 
the human minister. And finally sees this appar- 
ently forlorn outcast “the central figure thunder- 
ing modern parable the indestructibility religious 
faith.” 
Equally stimulating are the observations the other 
works, Professor Kunkel compares them with writ- 
ings not only such earlier masters James, Conrad 
and Dostoyevsky, but also such contemporaries 
Waugh and Eliot, Mauriac and Claudel. And here and 
there occur fascinating minor revelations. nice 
know, for instance, that the mackintosh the unofficial 
uniform Greene’s seedier citizens, well that his 
troubled folk often first achieve self-knowledge while 
taking refuge some shed. 
brief study this, but good one. Professor Kunkel 
obviously knows well the fiction field general addi- 
tion works and about Graham Greene. his 
space limitations preclude exhaustive treatment each 
individual book, his provocative comments should cer- 
tainly help most readers acquire more discerning 
grasp the novelist’s achievements date. 

Joan Thellusson Nourse, 

Seton Hall University, 

Paterson, New Jersey 


Baruch, Bernard Baruch: The Public Years 
Rinehart Winston. Oct. 10, 1960. $6.00. 


Among our distinguished senior citizens, are blessed 
counting ninety-year-old smiling public man,” 
one may alter Yeats’ line bit, with “an old man’s 
eagle mind.” Certainly Bernard Baruch has 
secure place the public imagination park bench 
philosopher, advisor presidents and wealthy man 
who has rendered signal service his nation war 
and peace. 

this second volume his memoirs, Baruch spells 
out much the advice has given, recounts what 
has been called upon for his country, 
Poses three tests for national survival which Americans 
would well take heart. First there the test 
values. America must have faith its destiny and 
its goals leader the free world. Then there 
the test reason. Despite man’s “supreme talent 
for ignoring the truth,” America must think through 


345 


the problems that haunt our times. finally, there 
the test self-discipline. America can-no longer 
afford the luxury self-indulgence, must discipline it- 
self whatever our national goals demand. Baruch 
considers freedom the greatest blessing democracy, 
but defines freedom solely “the fredom dis- 
cipline ourselves.” 

exempt one’s self from these tests, believes, 
court defeat the cold war and ultimate enslavement. 
can speak the tests with conviction because 
has passed all them himself. 


Baruch sets much store the old fashioned virtues 
honesty, compassion, and the service others. has 
subjected rigorous analysis the major problems that 
bedevil our national existence and his conclusions are 
always relevant and thought-provoking. has what 
can only described passion for preparedness. 
America could wage two world wars without seriously 
jeopardizing our standard living, argues, then 
can close the missile gap, adequately maintain and de- 
velop the efficiency its armed services circum- 
stances warrant, and meet any economic threat the 
Russians may devise. 


According his thinking, the solution the farm 
problem demands top priority. The health the econ- 
omy depends it. addition, urges that the 
present farm surplus stockpiled the event 
future emergency—an action which would permanently 
withdraw from the open market. 


Baruch’s regard for self-discipline perhaps respon- 
sible part for his great admiration for the presidents 
and the other influential men who have helped shape 
the history our times. reserves his greatest re- 
spect for Woodrow Wilson. practical idealism, 
ability, and conduct” are Baruch’s touchstone great- 
ness which has applied consistently the statesmen 
has known and worked with. 


Early his public life, Baruch the Wall Street specu- 
lator was often the target misunderstanding and 
political attack. found invariably true, however, 
that unjustified criticism can advantage: “The 
big dog truth always catches with the little cur 
lies.” 

recent years, Baruch has been criticized for his “in- 
difference political preferment.” Lord Beaverbrook, 
his good friend, and Margaret Coit, his most accom- 
plished biographer, for instance, suggest that Baruch 
would have better served his country and utilized 
greater advantage his many talents had not declined 
several high-ranking posts offered him during his 
lifetime. clear from his memoirs that Baruch him- 
self disagrees. may that only thus has found 
the relative leisure work out the evaluations that 
have commended him the leading men action 


our time. 
William Walsh, 


Turner, Gordon and Richard Challener 


National Security the Nuclear Age 
Oct. 28, 1960. 293p. $6.00, (paperback, $1.85). 


Ghait, Edouard 


Carte Blanche Capricorn 
Bookfield House. Oct. 15, 1960. 114p. $3.95, (paper- 


back, $1.25). 
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receiving widespread serious attention 
reaches the nature and aims modern war. What 
shall war be? Shall aim toward ‘unconditional 
surrender” from the days Grant the 
Casablanca Conference the days ‘all-out” war? 
shall successive steps mounting armaments 
and, now, mutual nuclear threats utter extermina- 
tion and “massive retaliation” what the late Mr. 
Dulles boasted leading deliberately the brink 
shall “limited” war such the inter- 
national publicists used discuss practical and 
well-understood thing, but until the Korea 
considered something used and under- 
stood past centuries, but inapplicable the modern 
world? 


Modern military predilections and teachings have al- 
ways been for complete victory, was natural that 
completely military man Douglas MacArthur 
should out patience with any concept, even 
Presidential origin, that would limit military opera- 
tions and stop short complete war. his case, the 
result was that President Truman removed him from 
command and did two things: (a) again accented 
the superiority civilian over military controls; and 
(b) along with his advisers, Bradley, Collins and Mar- 
shall, re-introduced into modern strategic thinking the 
concept real “limited” warfare. Such concept 
essentially useful the modern world that pre- 
vented the Korean conflict from forest-firing into 
World War even more useful that will 
prevent, hope, future international incident from 
racing into nuclear world annihilation. 


This the general problem discussed Edouard 
Ghait, former Belgian diplomat, brief and eminent- 
readable 112 pages. taken more detail 
professors Turner and Challener, young products the 
military reading, research and thinking inspired quarter 
century ago Edward Earle the Princeton 
Institute for Advanced Study. The importance these 
questions very great and they should enlist the atten- 
tion and consideration all presumably informed per- 
sons, not merely the military men and the atomic scien- 
tists. Their ramifications are very many and lead 
space vehicles and intercepting missiles, well 
all manner so-called “conventional” weapons which 
are still useful “limited” distinct from all-out 
nuclear war. General MacArthur 1950 bridled 
the restrictions placed upon his Korean operations, ex- 
ceeded his instructions and, precipitating promi- 
nent personal crisis, helped emphasize for the world 
today and tomorrow the new and useful concept 
limited war. the other hand, when General Persh- 
ing 1916 was sent into Mexico pursuit Villa, 
was carefully circumscribed restrictions with 
which loyally and utterly complied. The result was 
that his “punitive” expedition was from first last 
carefully limited operation and did not bring open 
and general war, not even between the United States 
and Mexico. 


The way peace not mere wishful thinking 
abolition war. The way through the defining 
action, through the limitation action, through careful 
controls. 


Strategy, one our authors has learned from Dr. 
Herbert Rosenstein and Admiral Henry Eccles should 
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emphasized the intelligent art control, rather 
than merely procedure for utter destruction. 


The footnotes and bibliographies these books are 
come evidence that many informed and competent 
minds are work these vital issues. These are 
worthy stand with their predecessors and ready 
joined more protagonists the theories and 
cies issue this field. 


Col. Elbridge Colby, U.S.A. (Ret.), 
Washington, D.C. 


Higgins, Trumbull 
Korea and the Fall MacArthur 
Oxford. Oct. 13,1960. 229p. $5.00. (1) 


extremely competent and well trained military his 
torian has here within small compass epitomized the 
story the Korean from its inception 
international strategy and policy until the relief Gen- 
eral MacArthur. not adverse criticism say that 
the merely military events attack, withdrawal, 
phibious counterstrokes and the rest are not here 
rated any detail, but merely referred to. The book 
the story strategy and policy and likely that 
scarcely piece source material any sort bearing 
these has not beeen consulted and entered the 
pages foctnotes and pages bibliography, in- 
cluding contemporary comment the New York 
Times, the voluminously official hearings, military 
bicgraphies from far and wide, and published and un- 
published products the study political scientists. 
The writing sparingly done, and there 
able tendency avoid proliferation detail. spite 
the “bare bones” type presentation, the narrative 
rapid and interesting, and the swiftly paced array 
facts leads inevitable conclusions which are briefly 
and moderately stated. The book fully recommended 
sound summary our foreign policy critical 
period. 


Let not thought, however, partisan tract. 
nearly objective any volume the subject 
could be. fact the reader about halfway through 
the book before the author has slipped into the use 
unfavorable laudatory adjective concerning Gen- 
eral MacArthur. 


The burden the book simply this: Secretary 
shall from the first wished the war Korea and 
remain limited—as the war Italy had been—and 
President Truman followed Marshall’s advice, thus 
lowing superior strategy the cost “war leadership” 
and political campaign for his party later. the 
spot, General MacArthur acted with skill; but his aims 
were extreme, wished defeat the enemy even 
meant transgressing national boundary lines, risking 
all-out war with communist China and perhaps even 
nuclear war. This why from the first there was 
sharp disagreement between the field general and the 
policy and strategy makers the Joint Chiefs Staf 
and even the minions the Pentagon, where 
Arthur’s very name was source suspicion. The 
eventuality, course, was that the capable but 
the sentimental but flamboyant general rode too rashly 
very light rein, twice published statements too 
tremely beyond national policy, and twice exceeded 
structions very serious way. was checked but 
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not required back up. overstepped again and 
President Truman publicly relieved him, true national 
hero, and doing probably laid the foundations for 
the loss the election 1952. was brave action 
and forthright one. And this book makes the se- 
quence events clear and understandable. 


Elbridge Colby 


Hanan, Mark The Pacifiers 
Little, Brown. Nov. 306p. $5.00. 


The Pacifiers book about the American people; 
fact alliterative alphabet America’s ailments. 
You, the reader, may consider yourself the principal 
character, the love interest, the antagonist, and the hap- 
less victim this book. Out broad knowledge, 
background, and understandable and under- 
standing sympathy the field advertising, Mack 
Hannan, Management Consultant advertising and 
public relations agencies, analyzes competently and 
interestingly our modern American society the light 
obvious that not particularly happy about it. Sex, 
security, sociability, and sophistication, es- 
tablishes the symbols live by, and supports his 
thesis the tremendous success advertising ap- 
pealing under these symbols. too bad that 


did not come with sixth symbol because 
could have thus carried the alliteration bit further 
and might even have been tempted characterize the 
whole thing sick situation. The reader not long 


with this book before becomes convinced the per- 
tinence contemporary times the warning voiced 
Aesop, and set the book’s beginning, perhaps 
guide its reading, “Beware lest you lose the sub- 
stance grasping the shadow.” 

his introduction, Mr. Hannan exonerates the adver- 
tisers any fault, contributing the ailments that 
characterize America, the premise that they merely 
give the people what calculated please, palliate 
and pacify. “The awful thing that the sort needs 
and drives they, the advertisers, divine are there inside 
begin with.” 

This lament suggests that Mr. Hannan’s quarrel not 
with what are with what allow our- 
selves become. carries that quarrel through 
some 270 pages, between introduction and conclusion, 
without losing your interest deviating 
theme. would surprising there reader who 
will not say more than once recognizes himself, 
perhaps more happily neighbor, the pages the 
book, “By George, right.” 

From this penetrating analysis the appeal made 
Sex advertising, Mr. Hannan suggests the conclusion 
that women have usurped the dominant position that 
properly belongs the male. kind psycho- 
logical compensation for this basic aberration, the male 
seeks refuge for his ego the symbol Success. Under 
this symbol, advertising appeals the Executive men- 
tality. Mr. Hannan clearly demonstrates that 
teal element the strata society which moves, 
but only generates further insecurity. man goes 
compensating; and his reaching out for security 
exploited the advertisers who suggest that can 
gain from one product another. Since the Mother 
does not encompass all man’s needs, natural 
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that advertising would turn The Group under the 
symbol The Sociables suggest the further security 
man seeks. this section, Mr. Hannan’s call for re- 
bellion begins sound strongly; rebellion against con- 
formity, against waste time, against mediocrity, 
against insincerity, against sham. There bit repe- 
titiousness this and the concluding section, which 
treats Sophistication the symbol that opens 
wide further advertising appeal. But, since repeti- 
tion idea admirable way emphasize its 
importance, these two sections contribute effectively 
the author’s thesis. 

his conclusion, Mr. Hannan faces the reader 
the loss the American Dream and introduces 
again such ideas “the will fight, sacrifice, 
endure.” decries the trend make leisure time 
permanent vacation from responsibility,” and 
cence and respite our most intense public activities.” 
There appeal and the necessity “to 
love more deeply.” But, for this reviewer, the conclu- 
sion Mr. Hannan falters because its failure pro- 
vide solid motivation for doing the things sees 
clearly should dene cur society endure and 
grow fulfillment. But, this perhaps wisely leaves 
the cultural sources American life. 


advertising accepted accurate and complete 
mirror the American character, would well 
respond Mr. Hannan’s call and not only look 
but ourselves more closely. 


pacifer, depicted the paper jacket the book, 
harried mother shoves the face fretful child 
deceiving least for awhile, thinking has the 
food needs and wants. impression that Mr. 
Hannan would welcome American life more the 
purposefulness and determination that expressed 
the clenched hand. And there are host thinking 
people his side. 

Chaplain (Col.) James Murphy, D.D., 

Army Chaplain Board, 

Fort George Meade, Maryland 


Coulter, Stephen The Devil Inside 
Doubleday. Nov. 472p. $4.95. (Ila) 


Evidently, the Paris correspondent for the London 
Sunday Times has set himself the task writing the 
biographies his authors. His Damned 
Desire, the life Maupassant, preceded this book 
number years and contained the same gift 
introspection, evaluation human qualities and love 
for reference and quotation that the new work betrays. 
The original British imprint brought both plaudits and 
sales dear the hearts his publishers and wonder, 
for here have true biographer with popular style. 


Coulter opens his book with stirring description 
Russian sleigh race and ends with another descrip- 
tion soul-stirring ovation given Feydor Dostoev- 
sky only few months before his death. between 
the life man, tortured soul that could only write 
from his heart and his experiences one the great 
masterpieces all time, The Brothers Karamazov. All 
his life was asking the question: there God? and 
despite his alarming doubts and his terrifying experi- 
ences, the answer comes the last pages. For Dos- 
toevsky, was Christ resplendent all His glory. 
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Coulter tells the whole hideous story Dostoevsky’s 
life, his cadet days, his first banishment Siberia, his 
release, his first marriage, his love-affair clandestinely 
carried during ailing wife’s illness, his final mar- 
riage good and true woman who was devoted 
him despite his epilepsy, his agonies soul, his gam- 
bling; but his loyalty Anna never failed, and she was 
live long after him his widow. Little told 
his children; but they must have left descendants 
today’s Soviets. Perhaps Dostoevsky’s suffering may 
like that Mother Russia’s—trials, tribulations, disbe- 
lief, tortures mind and spirit—and then belief, based 
once again reason and revelation, not superstition 
and fear, breeder dark doubts and ignoble deeds. 


The author writes easy style, Russianized 
names and locations, with descriptions that are rich and 
revealing. The book is, however, marred several 
vivid descriptions assignations that could have been 
counted and not have been added, now appears, 
increase salaciousness. But the record remains: this 
honest scholarly work, human, too, because its 
errors but divine because the victory Dostoevsky won 


over life itself. 
Franklin Dunham, 
Office Education, 
Washington, D.C. 


The Quest for Equality 


Harris, Robert 
Oct. 30, 1960. 172p. 


Louisiana State University Press. 
$4.00. 

Doctor Harris this scholarly work presents evalua- 
tion the legal aspects equal protection Ameri- 
can constitutional law. His treatment this subject 
stimulating and challenging, but also somewhat 
baffling for the lay reader, such this reviewer, for 
knowledge the law, particularly constitutional law, 
necessary appreciate this study. However, anyone 
interested segregation and integration, the evolu- 
tion American law, and the legal struggles in- 
volved effecting laws which apply the guarantees 
freedom provided for the Constitution, will find the 
reading this book profit, even though some the 
legal minutiae involved may elude his understanding. 


With urbane wit, Doctor Harris first considers the 
nature equality, reaching into the Graeco-Roman 
world and the early Christian eras, and its gradual ac- 
ceptance among certain peoples. Then dwells upon 
the growth equality the United States, from the 
writing the Constitution the War Between the 
States. That tragic time when civil war was neces- 
sary determine there would ever unqualified 
equality citizens our republic, did abolish slavery 
but also did create problems which have not been 
settled yet, although almost century has inter- 
vened since. The rest Doctor Harris’ analysis con- 
cerned with these problems and their legal implications. 


The Fourteenth Amendment has given rise most 
these problems, for apparently was intended have 
the Congress enforce its equality provisions well 
those embodied the Constitution. But there were 
constant and consistent efforts circumvent its imple- 
mentation, particularly through the courts and local 
laws, especially those framed south the Mason-Dixon 
Line. Since the drafting that amendment, not too 
much equality has been afforded our Negroes until the 
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last few decades. fact, this reviewer understand; 
Doctor Harris correctly, the Congress was little help 
achieving the aims the Fourteenth 
and those inherent the Constitution, far equal. 
ity concerned. 

Consequently, the final portion this work con. 
cerned with the role which the Supreme Court ha; 
played the drama equality. Only within the pas 
twenty-five years—and again this the reviewer’s 
pression—the Supreme Court has taken active and 
decisive interpreting the meaning equality 
provided for the law. The Court, also, has been 
more effective than was the Congress for the 
seventy years enforcing the legal guarantees equal. 
ity. Thus, least this reviewer concludes so, the 
forcement equality measures, which was func. 
tion the Congress, has actually been passed the 
Supreme Court. 

Documents and cases are cited, well other sources, 
sustain the picture evolving equality citizens 
which American society gradually providing. The 
average reader perhaps will not too interested 
such corroborative evidence, but should find such 
testimonial the heroic efforts right-minded per. 
sons government who have tried better the lot 
the underprivileged. The reader will also find 
chicanery and selfishness had little impact 
trating the quest for equality. Perhaps more than 
thing else will impressed with the objective and 
unbiased presentation which Doctor Harris achieves 


this work. 
Brendan O.P., 


The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Stefansson, Vilhjalmur 

Cancer: Disease Civilization 
Hill and Wang. 180p. $3.95. (Ila) 
The motivation, and indeed the main theme, Doctor 
Stefansson’s book were inspired ship’s stopgap 
doctor who was “passable amateur medicine” cap 
able rendering first-aid and doing minor surgery. He, 
Captain George Leavitt, was besides commander 
the whaler Newport whose ports call included north- 
eastern Siberia, the Aleutian Islands, Alaska and 
western Canada. was Captain Leavitt who, fifty 
years before Stefansson, started the search for 
among the Eskimos. 
These primitive people, the Eskimos, with whom 
tor Stefansson lived for time, were still the Stone 
Age culture until few decades ago. 
tively recently then that their way life has been 
modified other human contacts, that they have 
come “Europeanized” and newly subject various 
disease entities including cancer. 


Doctor Stefansson gives not only detailed account 
his own observations but well those others who 
have been close contact with primitive people 
where the world. quotes from his personal 
ords, diaries, recollections, biographical notes and 
three pertinent references. From this extensive 
concludes that certain diseases are most uncommo 
non-existent people whose ancient ancestral 
life remain unchanged. raises the question 
the effect customs and environment upon the 
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cidence disease; and the final chapter suggests 
means cancer prevention. 


Contemporary oncologists, believe, will question the 
validity the author’s conclusions. There are 
thoroughly controlled medical surveys determine 
whether cancers that are not readily detectable have 
been overlooked; and there are follow studies 
indicating change the pattern disease living 
conditions change. Nevertheless the Doctor’s painstak- 
ing research and personal observations 
noteworthy. The correlations makes, the tale 
tells are informative, entertaining and, times, quite 
But what may spoil his book for many 
readers aggravating, boresome, chapter-after-chap- 
ter repetition. 


Doctor Vilhjalmur Stefansson, 
nowned anthropologist and former member the 
Anglo-American Polar Expedition (1906), spent ten 
winters and thirteen summers the Alaskan and 
Canadian Arctics. was this experience that provided 
the authoritative, “real and significant” background for 
his studies cancer, his concept the rarity malig- 
nant disease among primitive peoples. 


Although medical history reveals that each type 
civilization has diseases peculiar it, the explanation, 
controversy. And Doctor Stefansson’s book, well-docu- 
mented may be, will not resolve the conflict. 


William White, M.D., 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


Nevins, Allan 
The War for the Union War Becomes 
Revolution 1862-1863. 
Scribner. Nov. 557p. $7.50. 


About decade ago, Allan Nevins, Witt Clin- 
ton professor American History Columbia Uni- 
versity, projected history the American Civil War. 
Finding that much was needed background 
understanding the war, Nevins was forced back 
the Mexican War his explanation how the nation 
got where was 1860. The result has been re- 
markable series volumes, whose total will probably 
teach ten. far have had the two volume The 
Ordeal the Union, the double-volume The Emer- 
gence Lincoln, and the first the war volumes, The 
War for the Union: The Improvised War 1861-1862. 
This present work the sixth volume the series and 
takes to, but does not include the fall Vicks- 
burg and the battle Gettysburg. 


This second year the war was crucial that saw 
the rise Grant full stature field commander; 
witnessed Lincoln’s growth Commander-in-chief; 
beheld the leadership the president and his publi- 
cation the Emancipation Proclamation. Nevins has 
done difficult task with remarkable success. 
fair both Grant and Halleck not easy; sym- 
pathetic both Lincoln and McClellan, nearly impos- 
sible. But Nevins re-works this familiar matter with 
new insights, new interpretations, and new fervor. Sel- 
dom have all the facts been presented with such lucid- 
such impartiality, such interest-catching style. This 
interpretation and recreation history its best. 


Mr. Nevins has some worthwhile points make this 
book and makes them with skill, precision, and great 
persuasive power. From the very earliest pages the 
volume, begin grasp the idea that the chief dif- 
ference between Grant and the other Union generals 
was that Grant was humble enough admit mistakes 
and profit from them. The chief characteristics that 
Grant and Lincoln possessed common was that each 
was able grow with increasing responsibility. Grant 
started off equal, even below, the other Union field 
but his rise was continual,—he learned; 
they did Lincoln’s rise was also spectacular. From 
the naive lawyer politics, speedily became the 
statesman and national leader the times demanded. 

The revolution the was manifold one. 
The freeing the slaves proclamation was one aspect; 
the changes business, national economy, agriculture, 
industry, and centralization capital were tremendous. 
The shoe industry, woolens, clothing, oil, arms, iron 
and steel, railroads, shipping, all advanced more during 
the war than they had during all the previous national 
history. This revolution economy and technology 
and increasing federal control the sort writing 
which Nevins excels. This not say that the battles 
are neglected, that the command decisions are omit- 
ted, that the emotions Washington before An- 
tietam are slighted the telling. Somehow Nevins has 
managed include all the second year the war 
this one volume. Whether diplomatic history, 
military, economic, social, personal, all gets told 
here clear, engaging fashion. there any criticism 
the work, must the editors’ parsimoniousness. 
The maps are nearly unreadable and far too few 
much help. Other than this, the book absolute 
must for all libraries, public, academic, private. 
Civil War buff can neglect it; one interested 
America’s past will want to. Let’s make special cate- 
gory for this and books like Highest Recommen- 


Wheeling College, 
Wheeling, West Virginia 


Miller, F., M.D., and Goode 
Man and His Body 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 12, 1960. 375p. $5.95. (Ila) 


The body’s functional architecture, its anatomy and 
physiology, baffling its adaptability surrounding 
situations; and the genus man the most adaptable 
all the milliards earthly creatures. alone has the 
power the will and the intelligence, profit his 
experience, control his enviornment. 

Man and His Body brilliantly describes the structure, 
(anatomy) and the use, (physiology), every organ 
and tissue found human being. encompasses, 
besides, all related sciences from ontology nuclear 
physics, space study and the astronaut. Nothing bear- 
ing upon human development, activity, function and 
response omitted. Masterfully written simple, non- 
technical language and with superbly vivid imagination, 
explores and explains every phase the body’s intri- 
cate mechanism. scientific exposition its best. 
The complete index and clear drawings add value 
the book but the text cannot improved upon. 

The reader will reluctant set this book aside until 
has read, perhaps re-read, completely. From 
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will learn great deal concerning the marvels now 
accepts casually. will firmly convinced that man 
and his body are the image God, miraculous 
masterpiece His divine wisdom. 


William White, M.D., 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


Mogelever, Jacob Death Traitors 
Doubleday. Oct. 28, 1960. 429p. $4.95. 


During the Civil War spies were everywhere. Plots 
and counterplots abounded. Schemes were uncovered 
burn New York City, dynamite bridges, spread 
germs Washington. Cotton brokers and gun smug- 
glers ran contraband across the lines. Women carried 
quinine, concealed their persons, from North 
South. Government contractors some cases provided 
the War Department with low quality shoddy equip- 
ment. Prostitutes, gamblers, and bounty jumpers en- 
gaged their nefarious occupations. try regulate, 
let alone punish criminals was beyond the existing re- 
sources the Federal Government the early years 
the War. Historians place the number persons tossed 
into prison for alleged violations high 30,000. 
Secretary Seward once boasted Lord Lyon that the 
tap bell could put man where “he wouldn’t hear 
dog bark.” 


help ferret out the traitors and chiseling contractors 
General Winfield Scott hired Lafayette Curry Baker, 
onetime San Francisco vigilante, trouble-shooter for 
his office. Baker bounced from Scott Seward and 
from Seward that enemy all traitors, Edwin Mc- 
Masters Stanton, Secretary War. 


Author Mogelever has written what calls biog- 
raphy the most hidden and feared leader the Civil 
War. His book entertaining, well-written, and 
packed with tales spies and wartime 
chiselers. But Detective Baker emerges mysterious, 
never quite clear figure who intimate terms with 


General Scott, President Lincoln, Messrs. Seward and 


Stanton. His methods arresting individuals may 
questioned but never his purpose. dedicated 
avenger who uses every means available get his man 
(or woman). Hardbitten, with little sentiment his 
make-up, Baker used prostitutes, “hatchet men,” dudes 
and muscle boys achieve his ends. Hated the 
regular army and investigated Congress, Baker seems 
have had the green light from Mr. Lincoln. was 
responsible for introducing many the modern tech- 
niques used now police agencies. kept card 
files known Confederate agents, used “plants” 
Confederate and Union prisons. was master 
disguise and probably his “finest hour” came when 
organized the detail for the capture John Wilkes 
Booth. And Mogelever’s account the final hours 
Booth magnificent prose. 


Much the source material for this book comes from 
accounts spy activities written Baker’s nephews 
who were his employ during the War. Since Baker 
relied verbal orders his men, there little docu- 
mentary evidence attributed him. His last years were 
tragic. was embroiled dispute with President 
Johnson over the issue pardons, which accused 
Mrs. Lewis Washington and Mrs. Lucy Cobb selling 
pardons. Told mind his own business Johnson, 


Best 


DECEMBE 


Baker was tried for false arrest and fined one dollar the 
judge; but was mortified the eyes the 
and died 1868 aged 42. 
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Although much this book could have been 
condensed, still thriller, packed with 
and occasionally resorting created dialogue 
point. suitable for general reading. 

Frank Brown, M.A., 


University Scranton 


diDonato, Pietro Immigrant Saint 
McGraw-Hill. Nov. 25, 1960. 246p. $4.95. 
first reaction after reading Mr. diDonato’s life 
St. Frances Cabrini was how could she possibly 
everything says she did. starts with her 
beginnings the little town Sant’ Angelo Lom 
bardy. traces her devoted family life, her first 
periences orphanage, her organizational ability, 
unbelievable courage the face staggering 
ties, her complete lack prejudice treating all 
recognizing every individual one God’s children, 
her solid and convincing spirituality among her 
religious. Over and above all this, her utter disregard 
for her own physical condition, which was always weak, 
while her faith the Sacred Heart remained 
strong. Here, certainly, was the answer why she could 
everything she set out do. 
Her organizational activities carried Mother Cabrini 
across the United States, South America, Europe 
everywhere bishop Cardinal called she went 
establish school, orphange hospital usually 
with minimum funds and maximum faith. 
was primarily for Italians the United States that she 
began her labors but, soon enough, her love embraced 
every race and creed. Her New York forays among the 
Italians along Mott Street and Elizabeth Street 
woman totally lacking human respect where the 
salvation souls was concerned. diDonato says her: 
“The name Mother Cabrini began sound like magic the 
ears the clergy and civil authorities, and all Italians 
well. There never was, nor has been since, woman 
America like Mother Cabrini. Americans, witnessing 
accomplishments the communities rising under her 
fluence, hospital, orphanges, schools, religious 
centers, slowly began respect the immigrants, and cast 
aside ignorant prejudices.” 
There feeling this biography St. Frances 
Cabrini, feeling that can only described love 
for the Saint and for the people whom she strove 
help. Mr. diDonato reveals bit his own personality 
which akin Mother Cabrini’s love for people 
need help wherever they may be. could sum 
Mother Cabrini’s life with Dante’s immortal 
“Nella sua voluntade nostra pace” His love 
peace.” 
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Liso, Oscar Padre Pio 


McGraw-Hill. No. 1 1 ’ 1 960. 233p. $4.95. (¢9) 


Francesco Forgione his baptismal name, but the 
world more affectionately known Padre Pio. 
priest inflicted with wounds similar those 
Christ, his biography naturally interesting. Wisely 
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the Church will not take official stand such mat- 
ters while the subject living. Unfortunately very 


any, the Church’s position such cases 
discussed the book. Liso leaves the impression 
that circumstances compel the reader accept the 
priest stigmatic. This may so, but better 
wait for official pronouncement from the Church. 
The author’s enthusiastic position tends cloud 
objective presentation. 

Francesco was born the barren hills Southern Italy. 
His father was compelled migrate the United 
States where his frugal savings enabled him support 
the family, make several return trips Italy, and final 
return elderly man where died the shadow 
his son’s friary. The health Francesco was never 
robust. continued the same when entered 
the Capuchins. His discipline prayer and fasting 
compelled his superiors send him home for 
recuperation. Discipline may have been relaxed, but 
not for long. returned the monastery, completed 
his studies, and was ordained 1910. His health was 
better, was assigned his home parish with 
the idea that maternal care would improve his condi- 
tion. While stationed his home village Pietreclina, 
was conscripted into military service and assigned 
hospital work Naples situation similar that 
Pope John XXIII). Release from the service brought 
him back Pietreclina. There the invisible wounds 
appeared Sept. 17, 1910. This remained secret 
Padre Pio, his mother, and the village archpriest. The 
external wounds appeared three years later, 
life longer his own. 

The author goes great length presenting cases 
intercession, healing, bilocation, etc. which are attrib- 
uted the Capuchian friar. The book suffers from 
lack illustrations. Even though there are photog- 
raphy restrictions Padre Pio himself, other pictures 
would have been extremely helpful. 
LaGuardia Clinic, built through the generosity Padre 
friends, could have been story themselves. 
Intermingling the Italian and English language does 
not help matters, e.g., Saint Pio. either Saint Pius 
Santo Pio. Indeed, the biography very easy read, 
and most informative, but the subject matter far too 
delicate and serious treated the manner is. 


Bernard Hrico, 
New Castle, Pennsylvania 


Doherty, Eddie 
Sister Stanislaus: Nun With Gun 
Bruce. Oct. 31,1960. 195p. $3.50. (Ila) 


Nun With Gun unorganized collection epi- 
sodes from the life Sister Stanislaus. will interest 
those already acquainted with Sister, with her signifi- 
cant contribution medical and nursing history, and 
magnificent charity the people Louisiana, 
where she labored Charity Hospital New Orleans 
for over sixty years. unfortunate that many others, 
the cheap sensationalism the title, will 
miss the story this great woman. One who was 
Daughter Charity every sense the word 
eserves better designation than this title which 
patently chosen because may promote sales. Joyous, 
ready wit and tongue Sister Stanislaus must 
ave been, but please, please, not “cute.” 
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Born Catherine Malone 1863 she grew among 
the Daughters Charity. The age twenty found 
her postulant Mount Hope Baltimore, and after 
receiving the habit, her first assignment was St. 
Agnes Hospital for course practical nursing. 
lowing brief training, she was sent Charity Hospital 
New Orleans, era when the horse-drawn 
“mercy wagons,” ambulances were then called, 
brought the sick and dying the where 
candles and oil lamps lighted the work doctors and 
nurses. Later she studied operating room technique 
under Dr. Nicholas Senn Rush Medical College 
Chicago, and when Charity Hospital founded its first 
nursing school 1893, Sister Stanislaus was member 
the first class. She served the hospital Sister 
Servant for over thirty years, and nothing connected 
with was insignificant her. one with whom 
she came contact was too important too humble 
receive her interest, her help, and her boundless 
love. She was equally resourceful steering her course 
through the scheming ways jealous local politicians, 
(Charity Hospital was and state institution) and 
planning Epiphany party entertain the children’s 
wards which had been quarantine during the Christ- 
mas holidays. Recognition came her daily the 
love all who knew her; came more formally when 
she received the honorary degree Doctor Science 
from Loyola University 1936. Her Jubilee Day 
1933 and her funeral sixteen years later had much 
common, the author states: “Sure man couldn’t 
elbow his way through all the celebrities nor yet 
through the riffraff. The processions! Ah, didn’t they 
tie the traffic now! And the beautiful horses, and 
the sad way their feet beat the pavement. No, no, 
bedad, that was the funeral, but not the Jubilee. 
There were horses the Jubilee.” 


The author gives delightful and understanding inter- 
pretation the numerous Irish characters whose lives 
touched Sister Stanislaus’ life. regrettable that 
his evident admiration for her has not motivated him 
use the great wealth anecdote workmanlike 
fashion; the book gives evidence that has been put 
together great haste and many paragraphs this 
shoddy piece writing are more than jottings. 


Alice McCahill, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


Worthington, Marjorie 
Immortal Lovers Heloise and Abelard 
Doubleday. Oct. 17, 1960. 236p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The story Heloise and Abelard twelfth century 
love story. Heloise was convent-bred girl, who was 
renowned for her intelligence and learning. Her par- 
entage unknown and her guardian was Canon Ful- 
bert Notre Dame. When Heloise was fourteen years 
old she came live with her uncle and there she met 
Abelard. Abelard was brilliant philosopher and 
teacher. was born Breton parents 1079 and 
the age seventeen left home and went Paris 
establish himself scholar. the time that 
met and seduced the willing Heloise his fame 
teacher and scholar were well established. However 
when their love affair was discovered they had sepa- 
rate and, though they eventually were married, Abelard 
died cleric and Heloise abbess. 
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The author presents the story the lovers 
graphical study. Some the writings Abelard are 
still existence and are the letters that the two 
wrote each other and Miss Worthington quotes from 
the writings and the letters. She also gives good 
idea life the twelfth century, which essential 
create proper background the story. However, 
presenting her picture one gets the impression that she 
little prejudiced Abelard’s favor when argues 
with other teachers the Church. That impression 
made more forcibly when St. Bernard censured Abelard 
for some his teachings. One also feels that she 
bit too sentimental. She finds sentimentality where 
there probably was none. 


Altogether feel that this story not inspiring 
the blurb the jacket would have believe. your 
interest romances, there are many romances which 
are more interesting and better written than this version 
the one between Heloise and Abelard. 
historical picture the twelfth century you want there 
are other books which you can find it. 

Mairin Elias, 

Garwood, New Jersey 


Ulam, Adam The Unfinished Revolution 
Random House. Sept. 307p. $5.00. 


If, one often hears, the world split between two 
great ideological blocs contesting “for the minds and 
hearts men,” every new contribution under- 
standing the struggle and its participants 
welcomed. Professor Ulam’s book one such 
bution, and one exceptional order merit. 
presents analysis the Marxist ideology dy- 
namic and changing—sometimes direction offering 
hope, sometimes direction offering new threats— 
phenomenon. All too often find ourselves subscrib- 
ing the convenient, but dangerously mistaken, notion 
that Marxism static thing accepted rejected 
purely terms cant phrases drawn from the writings 
Marx, Engels, Lenin, etc. this the opponents 
Marxist Communism sometimes conduct themselves 
terms more inflexible and dogmatic adherence 
the “creed” they reject than that manifested those 
formulating and directing the present movement for 
world communism. careful reading Ulam’s analy- 
sis will help one avoid this dangerous error. 


The subtitle this book contains the twin clues its 
value. This presented “an essay the sources 
influence Marxism and Communism”—the empha- 
sis added this reviewer. The distinction implied 
the conjunction clearly and impressively developed 
the author; and just discusses Communism 
one variant Marxism, does distinguish between 
principle variants Communism, especially Leninism 
and Stalinism. And his discussion the rise and 
spread Marxism and its ideological progeny, Ulam’s 
principal focus not much upon their debt their 
liberalist, anarchist and utopian forerunners upon 
the aspects the earlier movements which made them 
effective winning adherents. Indeed, some the 
most valuable insights offered here deal with what ap- 
pear inherent paradoxes—even contradictions— 
within Marxism; its scathing assaults upon the effects 
industrial capitalism coupled with its total embrace 


its technology and organization; its avowals faith 
the face evolving economic determinism ship 
with its messianic drive; and others. Many 
The two concluding chapters, “The Crisis Marxism” 
and “The Unfinished Revolution,” present Ulam’s play 
sessment the situation today and offer some 
statements possible development. While his cop. satisfact 
clusions offered here may most immediate 
the general reader, only the light the throug 
ous ideological analysis offered the earlier sections 
the book that they gain their full force and effect. 
Gordon Zahn, 
Loyola University, woman 
Regnery. Oct. 295p. $4.50. Claudel 
The task reviewing Break Noon, (Partage 
Midi), and The Tidings Brought Mary, (L’announce 
difficult not only because these plays follow the French 
tradition inextricably linking philosophy and 
ture but also because they reflect the ideas 
credibly brilliant, gifted and complex 
frequently seemed hostile and vindictive toward the 
outside world and refused make the slightest 
cession his public, Paul Claudel won acceptance 
slowly and did not become member the Académie 
Francaise until 1947 when was seventy-nine years 
age. His place literature and Catholic thought 
still hotly disputed and both his defenders and Jacques 
tors come from variety religious, political and 
aesthetic backgrounds. 
Although form Claudel’s work closer the soul 
manticism Shakespeare and Lope Vega than disease. 
the traditional French classicism, refused com the kiss 
bine comic and tragic elements within the same Pierre 
matic structure. result, his plays achieve remark great 
able unity both mood and texture. Each reflects Brought 
special way the majesty the playwright’s cycle 
cism, the force and lyricism his poetry and the whole 
pact his dramatic vitality. Claudel’s conception separatior 
drama human relationships are mystical paradox, its capaci 
the union between man and woman and between man 
and God eternal, salvation the goal each human debt 
existence and love the means achieving that plays and 
Although Claudel’s characters come vibrant life 
and thrust themselves over the foot-lights through 
dialogue that both poetically and theatrically brilliant, 
one constantly made aware the fact that humanity 
entity and that each man responsible every 
moment his life for all other men. 
Only 150 copies Break Noon were published 
1906. Not until 1948 did Claudel consent the 
the play which based intensely personal desk 
ence. this work the playwright examines the 
lem human passion, the reason for its force, 
destructiveness and its spiritual meaning. Four The 
meet the deck ship when the life each hes 
reached the point noon sense. the 
are Ysé, promise that cannot held”; her husband, 
Ciz; Amalric, former lover, and Mesa, prim, 
egotistical young man who has had experience with 
ands 


women. When Ysé and Mesa meet the fire 
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consumes them and they begin adulterous relation- 
ship that lasts year before they are wrenched apart. 
Many months later they are reunited only die to- 
gether revolution. Like Tristan and Phedra, this 
play demonstrates the shattering power passion. 
such relationship one person cannot find complete 
satisfaction the other, yet separated kind 
crucifixion. Weak and tawdry though she is, Ysé, 
through her human love, leads Mesa the Divine; 
turn becomes the means her salvation. Claudel 
that passion not end itself but rather 
that, through the suffering engenders, capable 
the mind and purifying the spirit; that 
woman not meant tempt man evil but lead 
him God. the final curtain line Ysé states this 
thesis beautifully; “Remember for one moment 
this was once your vine.” 


Claudel wrote several versions The Tidings Brought 
Mary, his best known play. the story 
Violaine Vercors who deeply love with Jacques, 
the man she engaged marry. cathedral builder 
Pierre Craon, who has contracted leprosy, she rep- 
resents all must give because his disease,— 
marriage, happiness, career. The prologue the play, 
scene between these two, clearly states the 
message the drama; the role pilgrim that every 
Christian called upon play the world. 
personifies Christian charity its fullest when she 
the leper into his exile with kiss; she the sign 
separation, the symbol eternity within time. This 
act precipitates the action the play because, 
result it, she contracts the dreaded disease. 
Jacques bitterly repudiates her after Mara, her jealous 
sister, reports the meeting with Pierre. Forced live 
with the beggars the outskirts the city, Violaine’s 
soul purified while her body becomes wasted with 
disease. Shortly before her death Violaine learns that 
the kiss which began her life heroic suffering cured 
Pierre and enabled him fulfill his mission build 
agreat cathedral. its fullest meaning The Tidings 
Brought Mary testifies “to the physical-spiritual 
cycle death and rebirth” and weaves into perfect 
whole the themes mysticism, love, sacrifice and 
separation. Claudel the ultimate value life 
its capacity give itself. 


Anyone who loves literature owes Wallace Fowlie 
debt gratitude for this superb translation Claudel’s 
plays and for the illuminating introductory remarks. 


Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Christmas Books 


the nine books about Christmas that have come 
our desk this year, (excepting Jim Bishop’s The Day 
Chriss Was Born mentioned elsewhere this issue), 
Elinor Briefs, Felix Timmermans’ 
The Christ Child Flanders outstanding, (Regnery. 


the Nativity Christ from the Annunciation the 
Nazareth from Egypt, after the manner the 
emish painters, who loved depict the whole New 
though had happened their own 
their own time. Mary Flemish maiden, 
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Joseph Flemish carpenter; their village and the land- 
scapes are indubitably Flanders. The result might have 
been merely saccharine and even silly; the contrary, 
the simplicity charming and the spell, once incanted, 
never broken. all, this something special 
fresh and lively anthology Christmas stories, poems, 
reminiscences gathered under the title Partridge 
Pear Tree edited Neville Braybrooke. Color plates 
are reproductions drawings children the Henry 
Fawcett School, and Barbara Jones has added delightful 
pen-and-ink drawings. Disraeli, Ben Franklin, William 
Penn, Samuel Pepys and Dr. Sam Johnson are among 
the 148 authors, known and unknown, represented, 
(Newman. 196p. $4.75; Marguerite Ickis’ The 
Book Christmas, (Dodd, Mead. 179p. $3.50; I), 
mostly “what-to-do and book 
directions for games, parties, things make, decora- 
tions, etc., with blackand-white drawings illustrate 
The Christmas Tree Dan Foley, (Chilton. 159p. 
$3.50; I), compilation ideas decorating the 
traditional tree interlarded with generous accounts 
folklore, traditions, legends, stories, illustrated with 
color prints and photographs The Abbott Christmas 
Book, edited Henry Luthin, (Doubleday. 73p. $2.95; 
I), contains stories Mary Lavin and Sumner 
among others, poems and essays and recipes and even 
Mummer’s Play,” lavishly decorated bright colors 
Fritz Wegner has illustrated excellent style and color 
Dorothy Sayers’ The Days Christ’s Coming, beauti- 
fully simple and reverent throughout, (Harper. 32p. 
$1.50; 1); the publisher will make envelope avail- 
able its size, would make ideal greeting 
for the special ones any list Christmas Saga- 
more Hill the seventh the annual fictional recon- 
struction Christmas with the great ones our his- 
tory which Mrs. Helen Miller has dedicated part 
her time, (Longmans. 56p. $2.50; I); this time 
Christmas with Teddy Roosevelt Favorite 
Christmas Story simply retelling the age-old 
ever-fresh story the birth Christ with Roy Rogers 
and Frank Mead collaborting. This, too, would 
make fine special “card,” (Revell. 64p. $1.50; 
Where’s Prancer? Sid Hoff, who tells the story and 
makes the pictures, probably belongs the “children’s 
book” category; but amusing enough delight 
adults who think Christmas more terms Santa 
Claus and reindeer than religious feast day, (Har- 


per. 32p. $1.95; I). 


Comic Relief 


really funny book always welcome interlude, 
especially these uncertain times and the midst 
all the dour and downbeat fiction that has been over- 
whelming us. Anne Cleveland conspiracy with Jean 
Anderson has devised “in cartoon and caption” 
commentary The Educated Woman, from Vassar- 
age Matron-age, that sharp observation 
anything Mortimer’s and much 
better humored; husbands will love and even “the 
girls” will get rueful smile and giggle out enough 
pages make worth while investigating, (Dutton. 
$1.95; Alex Atkinson again collusion with 
Ronald Searle, text and illustrations respectively, have 


354 


now not visited the Soviets, and their zany report, 
Rocking Chair Across Russia puts Ivan the place 
that Sam the Yankee was put year ago. the “first 
hand report man who has never been there”; but 
has been reading about and makes ludicrous 
nonsense that sounds oddly sensible, (World. 93p. 
$3.95; After Hours selection cartoons from 
The Saturday Evening Post, with Marione Nickles 
doing the selecting. averages out about 250 comic 
ideas all sorts subjects, (Dutton. 128p. $3.50; 
Charles Preston selected the 159 cartoons here 
gathered from the year’s pages The Wall Street 
Journal. calls the collection Sorry—No Budget, 
(Dutton. 94p. $2.95; new collection more 
Chas Addams’ goblinesque cartoons, Black Maria, 
(Simon and Schuster. 96p. $3.95; will welcome 
news the many fans who delight his brand 
ghoulish glee. appeared first The New Yorker, 
were never published elsewhere, appeared 
other magazines Oh, Happy, Happy, Happy! 
collection cartoons Charles Saxon, all which 
comment aspects modern social life and out 
suburbia. Most his targets are upper-middle-class 
and the darts are sharp-pointed. Packard sup- 
plies commentary the commentary, (Golden. 96p. 
$3.95; somewhat similar strain History for 
Beginners, cartoon history Antonio Mingote, 
which Jan Read has supplied brief text. The point 
being made that man took long time getting 
where and liable take very little more 
put himself permanently beyond history, (Nelson. 96p. 
$3.00; Take look it; think like it. 


Brief Comment 


Peltz, Mary and Gjon Mili The Magic Opera 
Praeger. 172p. $10.00. (I) 

opening night the present operatic season the 
Metropolitan Opera House New York, the first six 
ticket-buyers line were presented with copy this 
memorial the august house which will replaced 
the near future with new structure built 
Lincoln Center, some blocks north its present 
location. Tina Fredericks credited with the design 
this richly illustrated with Miss Peltz sup- 
plying the text and the modern photographs the work 
Gjon Mili. There are, besides, many photographs 
and drawings from the earlier days the “Met,” from 
Henry Abbey’s regime through that Gatti-Casazza. 
Several illustrations are color; and make the dust 
wrapper more valuable, number photos artists 
and stage settings have been printed its inner surface. 


Cerf, Bennett Out Limerick 
Harper. Nov. 2,1960. 125p. $2.95. (I) 


Unabashed connoisseur puns, Mr. Cerf also col- 
lector and curator the genus limerick, five-line 
verse form that can quickly, unless handled with care 
and cunning, degenerate into the ribald. are also 
cherisher puns and limericks, they are 
clever, wise and/or otherwise wonderful. And for this 
volume which contains all the best and many that 
found new and delectable, owe Mr. Cerf gratitude. 
Have fun with it! And reassured: Mr. Cerf 
man excellent good-taste. 


Ernst, Margaret and James Thurber Word 
Channell Press. Sept. 240p. $3.95. 


Back 1939, Miss Ernst and Mr. Thurber collaborated 


Miss Ernst supplying the text; Mr. Thurber his story 
inimitable drawings. The present work reworking the 
the former; noted some emendations and the 
additions. The new volume admirable and the 
ing, also informative. Whether you want “con. one 
found your friends, irritate your enemies” just enjoy ment 
some painless erudition, this volume worth its asking 
price. And school libraries should feature spur 
further adventures etymology. 
Rees, Ennis (Translator) The Odyssey Homer 
Random House. Oct. 13, 1960. 416p. $5.00. (1) 
The perennial vitality one the oldest novels one sin 
any literature again proved this new translation story 
associate professor English the University Luke 
South Carolina. compares well with Shaw’ and 
and any other the recent new translations mad muc 
available paperback editions. done kind country 
free verse that almost captures the sonorous rhythms most 
the original and preserves much the salty flavor with 
Homer. fine piece work. ings 
Downs, Hugh Yours Truly 
Holt, Rinehart Winston. Oct. 17, 1960. $3.95. 
(1) Dickin: 
The compulsion that seems grip performers 
and the screen tell all about themselves print may This 
excused this case, since Mr. Downs concerns Thomas 
self more with comment the behind-the-scenes world bound, 
television than with autobiographical Emil 
That knows first-hand what talks about can 
taken for granted, since has been working the 
industry, quite successfully too, for several years. column 
epochal, this will doubtless please the many who Which 
watch “Concentration” (if still this writing) column 
and the “Jack Paar Show.” don’t watch either. seventy 
list 
subject 
Windsor, The Duke Windsor Revisited teferenc 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 216p. $6.00. 
The Duke Windsor has, with this book, practically 
written essay fashions male dress. Spence, 
return visit the castle Windsor basis for Holt, 
reminiscence, gives the reader, whoever she 
may be, account his clothes from baby dress The Ser 
wear for all occasions. likely boring many 
readers; but considering how popular royalty has been 
this republican democracy, likely sell and 
read, however surreptitiously men who want Printed 
wearing the “right thing.” 
valuable 
Danielsson, Bengt From Raft Raft 
Doubleday. Nov. 264p. $4.50. (1) 
Eric Bisschop was obsessed with the theory, oppositt Dupuy, 
that held Heyerdahl Kon-Tiki fame, tht 
Tahitian (or Polynesian) adventurers had traveled 
ward continental South America, using the The aut 
current considerably southward the Pacific from ave 
those which the raft Kon-Tiki made the firin 


ways 
than 


SELLERs 
Word 


aborated 
‘ivations, 
his own 
amus 
Ist enjoy 
asking 
Spur 


lation 
ersity 
made 
kind 
rhythms 
flavor 


Truly 


may 
him- 
1es world 
niscence. 
can 
the 
Hard 
any who 
writing) 
either. 


Using 
basis for 
she 
dress 
informal 
many 
has been 
ant 


Raft 


me, that 
eled 
ific from 


1960 


westward. Actually, Bisschop made the voyage both 
ways primitive rafts which were much less sturdy 
than the balsa log craft used Heyerdahl. Mr. 
Danielsson was member the Kon-Tiki crew; the 
story tells here that one the major survivors 
the two-year-long adventure, (1956-1958), toward 
the end which Eric Bisschop died. Alain Brun 
the narrator and the story, for all its comic aspects, 
courage and excitement, also disappoint- 
ment and tragedy. 


Bishop, Jim The Day Christ Was Born 
Harper. Nov. 80p. $3.50. (I) 


Jim Bishop calls this reverential reconstruction” 
the lovely account contained the Gospels, and 
indeed that; but also another demonstration that 
one simply cannot improve upon the beauty the 
story told the first chapters Matthew and 
Luke. That not say that this not charming 
and devoutly written reconstruction, showing the result 
much quiet meditation and knowledge the 
countryside and customs Judaea. will make 
most appropriate gift for Christmas and illustrated 
with four color reproductions less well-known paint- 
ings the Nativity scenes, and eight pages photo- 
graphs locations the Holy Land they are today. 


Dickinson, Emily Complete Poems 
litle, Nov. 1960. 770p. $10.00. 

This noteworthy volume, admirably edited 
Thomas Johnson, and handsomely printed and 
bound, the first one-volume edition which contains all 
Emily Dickinson’s poems. They number 1775, not 
all any means equal quality, but enough such 
high caliber merit perusing. the left hand 
column the editor appends each poem the year 
which most likely was produced; the right hand 
column the year was first published, many cases 
seventy eighty years later than the time writing. 
list previous collections and indexes according 
subject matter and first lines makes this excellent for 
work. 


Spence, Hartzell The Story America’s Religions 
Holt, Rinehart Winston. Nov. 14, 1960. 126p. 
$4.00. 

The series fourteen articles, many different 
faiths represented the United States, which appeared 
sequentially issues Look Magazine, have been as- 
into one volume, which the essays Mr. 
Spence each the fourteen faiths studied are 
printed the first pages, followed pages 
Index and this pages additional photographic 
illustrations. handsome book and should prove 
valuable libraries. 


Dupuy, Ernest and Trevor Dupuy 
The Compact History the Civil War 

Hawthorn. Nov. 445p. $6.75. (1) 
The authors, both retired Colonels the Army 
ave provided brief summary the Civil War from 
the firing Fort Sumter the surrender Appo- 
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mattox Courthouse, each area and campaign illustrated 
maps showing the respective positions the oppos- 
ing forces. appendix the arms and uniforms 
the two armies, selected bibliography and thorough- 
going index make this handy introductory study and 
might even recommended text for history 
classes. 


Swinburne 
Nov. 16, 1960. 286p. $5.75. 


Dame Edith Sitwell prefaces this selection what she 
considers Swinburne’s finest work with long critical 
essay which effect re-evaluation the art this 
master making music with words. perceptive 
essay that breathes with quiet enthusiasm for Swin- 
burne’s genius the use “color,” assonance and 
alliteration. Among the poems selected are the “Bal- 
lad Life” and “Ballad Death,” “Laus Veneris,” 
Translations from the French Villon, Lyke-Wake 
Song,” “St. Dorothy,” “The Two Dreams,” “The 
Masque Queen Bersabe” and the entire “Atalantis 
Calydon,” with other groups shorter lyrics, 
among which lovely Christmas Carol. owe 
Dame Sitwell thanks for this work. 


Sitwell, Edith 


Harcourt, Brace. 


Barnett, Lincoln and Editors Life 
The Wonders Life Earth 


Prentice-Hall. Nov. 1960. 300p. $12.50. 


(IIa) 

The series studies the various forms life 
earth, which Life published mark the Darwin cen- 
tennial, have been gathered into handsome book 
color photographs and paintings with introduction 
Sir Julian Huxley Darwin’s contribution Mod- 
ern Man. The whole text takes for granted the theory 
evolution, but does not insist mechanical and 
undirected evolution. Lincoln Barnett’s text is, gen- 
eral, restrained and objective. fine addition the 
school, college and public library. 


Hammond Editorial Staff 

Hammond. Nov. 14, 1960. 
$7.50. 

Lavishly illustrated with duotone photos and pages 
full color photos, and with maps the centers the 
cities areas commented on, this proves some- 
what unwieldy “guide-book,” fine perhaps for the 
elbows-on-table traveller, but hardly the sort thing 
one carries around tour world-cruise. The 
editors the Hammond Company have ranged far and 
wide, Europe, Asia, Africa, Polynesia, North and South 
America. general, the comment places suc- 
cinct and, must admit, standard. But school and 
public libraries should find this excellent supplementary 
material geography and similar courses. 


World Travelog 
256p. 


Boni, Margaret Songs the Gilded Age 
Golden. Nov. 16, 1960. 156p. $6.50 
Arranged for Voice, Piano and Guitar Norman 


Lloyd, illustrated colorfully and cleverly Lucille 
Corcos, with introduction composer William 
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Schuman, this dandy collection some the all- 
time favorites the years 1880 1910. Miss Boni 
puts the songs she selected into six categories, Places, 
Love, Girls, Memories, Stories, Patriotism. “Elsie from 
Chelsea” and “Meet St. Louis, Louis” run into 
“Blue Bell, “The Rosary,” “Bedelia,” “Sweet Adeline,” 
“Just Wearyin’ for You,” “Are You the 
“Aloha Oe” and “The Stars and Stripes Forever,” with 
others. Indexes Titles, First Lines and Au- 
thors and Composers rounds out thoroughly happy 
book for giving and getting. 


Mortimer, Lee Women Confidential 
Messner. Nov. 21, 1960. 316p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Mr. Mortimer goes great length, often repetitious 
let the secret that women are sex different 
from and often opposite that men; finds them 
delinquent precisely that point, they are trying too 
hard forget the difference, belittle and either 
rise man’s estate pull men down and below 
their own. against women’s clubs, female mas- 
culinity, the togetherness bunk, the equal stature doc- 
trine and the emancipation the housewife and 
mother. seems also against shutting down 
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brothels, although admits that sexual morality 
low present that the business would menaced 
amateur wholesale competition low price, 
There little new, little really shocking; but the ladies 
will say they hate the and buy surreptitiously, 
One might capsulize the whole thesis saying Mr, 
Mortimer believes women should either the home 
house. 


Bourjailly, Vance Confessions Spent Youth 
Dial. Nov. 18, 1960. 316p. $3.95. (IV) 

monumental bore which the author purportedly 
makes his confessions his own sophomoric youth, 
misspent ‘experiencing life” getting himself drunk 
often, carrying almost continual sexual aberrations, 
experimenting with marijuana varying scenes, from 
upriver Florida home, Greenwich Village, high 
school and college, stint ambulance driver 
Africa and the Near East, service Hawaii, and later 
back New York. Some well-written passages here 
and there serve only relieve the abysmal self-pity 
evident the majority these mostly over-written 


pages. 
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